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Palm Beach County Commission Unanimously Approves $10 Million for Health Care 
District’s Crisis Center for Mental Health and Substance Abuse 

West Palm Beach, FL – Yesterday, the Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners 
unanimously voted to approve $10 million in federal funding from the American Rescue Plan Act to 
support the development of the Health Care District of Palm Beach County’s state-of-the-art Crisis 
Center for Mental Health and Substance Abuse. This marks the first step in the development process 
of this critical facility. 

“This facility will ensure 24/7 access to crisis support and sustainable mental health treatment for both 
adults and children – helping patients navigate crisis and build resilience for life,” said Darcy J. Davis, 
Health Care District of Palm Beach County President and CEO. “We are extremely grateful to the Board 
of County Commissioners and our community partners who voiced their support for this critical 
project. Together, we will support sustainable and effective behavioral health care for generations to 
come.” 

Designed to be a gold standard in psychiatric and clinical care, the Crisis Center will focus on 
specialized care and provide patients with seamless connections to long-term support services. No 
one will be turned away, ensuring that all community members have access to the resources they 
need, regardless of ability to pay.  Planned features of the Crisis Center include:  

• 24/7 crisis access point for first responders, health care providers, patients, and families 
• Inpatient and outpatient psychiatric services for adults and children 
• Rapid 23-hour observation and individualized treatment 
• Specialized clinical care for substance use disorder, Baker Acts, Marchman Acts, and other 

emergent psychiatric needs 
• Integrated primary care and pharmacy services 
• Individual and group therapy services 
• Connections to community resources, including housing, workforce, financial, and 

transportation support 

Various community partners and leaders attended the public meeting and voiced their support, 
including Florida Rep. Mike Caruso, District 87; Al Johnson, Chief Assistant State Attorney for the 
Palm Beach County State Attorney’s Office; Daniel Eisinger, Palm Beach County Public Defender; 
Melissa McKinlay, former Palm Beach County Commissioner; Gulf Stream Police Chief Richard      
Jones who also serves as President of the Palm Beach County Association of Police Chiefs; Assistant                                 
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Chief Anthony Spatera, West Palm Beach Police Department; Ava Parker, President of Palm Beach 
State College; Dr. Kenneth Scheppke, MD, FAEMS; Katherine Murphy, CEO of National Alliance on 
Mental Illness Palm Beach County (NAMI PBC); Andrew McAusland, CEO of Mental Health America of 
the Palm Beaches; Lissa Franklin, Executive Director, Delray Beach Drug Task Force and Ladi Goldwire, 
Parent. During the presentation, the Health Care District also played this short video of current Health 
Care District patients describing the value of their care. 

The facility will align with national best practice guidelines published by the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) and is estimated to save $150 million annually by 
alleviating pressure among community resources.    

-end- 
About the Health Care District of Palm Beach County 
The Health Care District of Palm Beach County is an independent special taxing district that has served as a 
healthcare safety net for 36 years to fill in gaps in access to healthcare services. This unique healthcare system 
covers the entire county and provides diverse services such as 10 community health centers (Federally Qualified 
Health Centers) which serve everyone regardless of ability to pay; school health teams in 172 public schools; two 
Trauma Hawk aeromedical helicopters; a rural, public teaching hospital, Lakeside Medical Center; a skilled nursing 
center; a ground ambulance program for Health Care District patients needing a higher level of care and the 
county’s Trauma Agency, which ensures quality outcomes within the county’s trauma system and leads initiatives 
to prevent traumatic injury. 
 
About the Community Health Centers 
This project is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) under grant number H80CS25684 for Health Center Cluster in the award 
amount of $7,278,563. Of the total project, 87.6% is financed with nongovernmental sources. This information or 
content and conclusions are those of the author and should not be construed as the official position or policy of, 
nor should any endorsements be inferred by HRSA, HHS or the U.S. Government. The C. L. Brumback Primary Care 
Clinics were granted Federal Tort Claims Act (FTCA) deeming status effective January 1, 2025.  
 
 

 

https://vimeo.com/1044433469
https://www.hcdpbc.org/ArticleDocuments/12/Implementation%20of%20the%20Crisis%20Now%20Model_Final%20Report.pdf.aspx

