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Lake Okeechobee and President's Visit to Canal 
Point  

There's been much discussion surrounding Lake Okeechobee in recent weeks.  The Army 

Corps of Engineers began seeking public input for a new Lake Okeechobee Regulation 

Schedule.  This means the Lake Okeechobee water level range could be 

revised.  Congressman Brian Mast has been leading the effort to lower water levels to 10.5 feet; 

whereas, the water is currently held between 12.5 to 15.5 ft.  Palm Beach County is adamantly 

opposed to a 10.5 ft level for numerous reasons, including water supply and environmental 

damage to the Lake Worth Lagoon.    

 

On March 12, the Board of County Commissioners passed a resolution in opposition.  I am urging other local 

governments and organizations to do the same, and many have done so, including Okeechobee, Glades, and Hendry 

Counties, the Cities of Pahokee and South Bay, the Indian Trail Improvement District, the Economic Council of Palm 

Beach County, and the Chamber of Commerce of the Palm Beaches.  Additionally, local members of the Florida House 

of Representatives have sent a letter to the Army Corps expressing concern over a potential lowered lake level.   

 

Moving forward, Palm Beach County will be joining Martin, Hendry, Okeechobee, and Glades Counties for a joint 

meeting on May 7 at 6 pm at Okeechobee High School to further discuss the issues surrounding this debate.    

 

On March 29, President Trump visited Canal Point in order to tour Lake Okeechobee and the Herbert Hoover 

Dike.  After his visit, I sent a letter thanking him for his attention to these important issues and for his support of full 

funding to complete the rehabilitation of the dike.  However, in his budget proposal to Congress for Fiscal Year 2020, 

the President asked for only $63 million for Everglades restoration.  There is bipartisan agreement that this is too low, 

so I urged him to revise his request to $200 million.   

 

I will continue to work alongside my fellow commissioners and our community partners to protect Palm Beach County's 

interests in the future of Lake Okeechobee and the entire Everglades system.   

https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b746b9395c9326789eb864794&id=aaff9bbaaf&e=23e173eae2
https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b746b9395c9326789eb864794&id=c323f40ab0&e=23e173eae2
https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b746b9395c9326789eb864794&id=d6709bb545&e=23e173eae2


 

 

 

  

 
 

 

16-County Coalition 

At the March 22 meeting of the 16-County Coalition, Commissioner McKinlay was elected to serve as Vice-Chair.  In 

this leadership role, she looks forward to continuing to work with our partners throughout the region for the responsible 

management of our water bodies and resources. 



 
 

  

 
 

 

Substance Use Epidemic 

On April 1, Governor Ron Desantis announced his decision to reestablish the Office of Drug Control and create a 

Statewide Opioid Task Force, both of which Commissioner McKinlay has long supported.  On December 4, 2018, 

Commissioner McKinlay and her fellow commissioners called for a resolution to be placed in the County's State 

Legislative Agenda urging the creation of a statewide opioid task force.  These decisions are important steps in the 

fight against addiction and will help save lives.  

 

Unfortunately, the Governor did not extend the opioid epidemic emergency declaration with this announcement.  Thus, 

for the first time since May 3, 2017, the State of Florida does not recognize this epidemic as a state of 

emergency.  Commissioner McKinlay sent a letter to Governor DeSantis calling on him to issue a new emergency 

declaration.   

 

On March 9, Commisioner McKinlay was recognized by the Delray Beach Drug Task Force for her community 

advocacy efforts.  The Delray Beach Drug Task Force is doing superb work in our County to combat the opioid 

epidemic and save lives, and Commissioner McKinlay was honored to be recognized by them.   



  



  

  

 
 

 

Opioid Epidemic Panels 

On March 13, The North County Neighborhood Coalition (NCNC) held its Annual Breakfast at the Ibis Golf and Country 

Club.  Over 150 individuals representing business, government, and community organizations attended.  NCNC 

President Sal Faso moderated a panel on the opioid crisis in Palm Beach County featuring Commissioner McKinlay, 

State Attorney Dave Aronberg, and Florida Department of Health EMS Medical Director Ken Scheppke. 



  

 

On April 10, Commissioner McKinlay participated in an opioid panel discussion hosted by the Junior League of the 

Palm Beaches.  Also participating were Dr. Belma Andric, Chief Medical Officer, Healthcare District of Palm Beach 

County; John Hulick, Drug Policy Manager, Palm Beach County; Lissa Franklin, Assistant Executive Director, Delray 

Beach Drug Task Force; and Justin Kunzelman, CEO, Rebel Recovery. 

  

 
 

 

Acreage-Area Traffic Town Hall 

Commissioner McKinlay held a townhall on Acreage-area traffic issues at Seminole Ridge High School on Monday, 

March 11.  Approximately 150 constituents attended and heard presentations from Florida Department of 

Transportation District 4 Secretary Gerry O'Reilly, County Engineer David Ricks, Indian Trail Improvement District 

Engineer Jay Foy, and PBC Transportation Planning Agency Executive Director Nick Uhren. 

 

The presentations included upcoming plans for road improvements to alleviate traffic concerns in the Acreage-

area.  During the public comment period, Commissioner McKinlay listened carefully to the concerns shared by the 

attendees and reiterated her commitment to pushing for the projects in this region to be expedited to bring relief as 

soon as possible.  The presentations can be found on Commissioner McKinlay's District 6 webpage. 

https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b746b9395c9326789eb864794&id=7c96335bac&e=23e173eae2


  

  

 
 

Glades Town Hall  

On March 13, Commissioner McKinlay held a town hall at the Belle Glade Public Library.  Joining her at this well-

attended meeting were (l-r in the below photo) Fire Rescue Chief Reginald Duren; County Administrator Verdenia 

Baker; Water Utilities Director Jim Stiles; Deputy Director of the Department of Housing and Economic Sustainability 



 

Sherry Howard; Executive Director of Planning, Zoning, and Building Ramsay Bulkeley; and County Engineer David 

Ricks.   

  

 
 

 

Josh's Benches for Awareness 

Palm Beach County is so proud to partner with Josh's Benches for Awareness, a wonderful local nonprofit whose 

mission is suicide prevention and mental health awareness. This organization is doing incredibly important work to 

save lives by installing yellow benches inscribed with helpline numbers in public areas to help those struggling with 

suicidal thoughts.  The benches are helping to remove the negative stigma those seeking help often face.   

 

The yellow benches have been installed at several locations throughout our county, including at Westgate Recreation 

Center and at the Village of Wellington's Village Park.  For more information, visit http://joshsbenches.com/. 

  

 
 

Black Gold Jubilee 

http://joshsbenches.com/


 

Commissioner McKinlay attended the 40th Annual Black Gold Jubilee on April 6 at Torry Island in Belle Glade.  This 

wonderful festival brings the Glades communities together to celebrate the end of the harvest season.  Highlights 

included a 5k/10k run, rides, games, a parade, music, fabulous food, and a firework show.   

Commissioner McKinlay is pictured here with 2019 Jr. Harvest Queen Peyton Pelham.  Congratulations to Peyton, and 

also to the 2019 Harvest Queen Kennedy DesRochers!  

 

To learn more about agriculture in Palm Beach County, click 

here: http://discover.pbcgov.org/coextension/Pages/default.aspx. 

  

 
 

 

Bedner's Farmworker Housing  

On April 3, Commissioner McKinlay was honored to cut the ribbon in the Glades on the brand new, $3 million renovated 

housing project for Bedner Farms! The Bedner's Farm Fresh Market Family provides safe, healthy, and clean housing 

for their seasonal farmworkers.  Thanks to the amazing County staff under the leadership of Planning/Zoning/Building 

Director Ramsay Bulkeley for making this a reality.  This is farmworker housing done right, and thank you to the Bedner 

Family for leading by example!  We are looking forward to the next renovation project! 

 

Bedner's filmed a wonderful short video about their new farmworker housing.  See it here: Bedner's Farmworker 

Housing Video 

http://discover.pbcgov.org/coextension/Pages/default.aspx
https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b746b9395c9326789eb864794&id=ceedfbafc3&e=23e173eae2
https://facebook.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b746b9395c9326789eb864794&id=ceedfbafc3&e=23e173eae2


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Human Trafficking  

Commissioner McKinlay has attended several human trafficking events recently.  On April 4, she met with Bradley 

Myles, the Executive Director/CEO of Polaris, a wonderful organization whose mission is to combat and eradicate 

human trafficking.  On April 23, Commissioner McKinlay participated in a Coffee and Conversation event at Place of 

Hope to discuss human trafficking.    Back in January, she participated in the human trafficking panel discussion at 

Place of Hope's Inaugural Human Trafficking Awareness Luncheon.  

 

Coming up in July at the National Association of Counties Annual Conference, Commissioner McKinlay will be 

moderating a panel discussion on human trafficking with Polaris.  This will be a great opportunity to foster discussion, 

ideas, and awareness of human trafficking with county representatives throughout the United States.   

 
 

  

Recent BCC News 
In memoriam – observed a moment of silence in memory of former County Commissioner Maude Ford Lee, who 

passed away on April 14. The board agreed to name a new Community Services facility in her honor. 



 

  

Impact fees – adopted an ordinance amending the Unified Land Development Code pertaining to impact fees, 

including changes to school impact fee benefit zones. Staff was authorized to enter into a new contract with Tindale 

Olive Associates to revise the impact fee update report to incorporate the latest trip generation rates, capital 

infrastructure costs and credits. The revisions will take approximately a year to complete. 

  

Supervisor of Elections – confirmed direction to proceed with design and construction of a new, county-owned 

Supervisor of Elections (SOE) production facility. The project was given high priority so as to be ready for occupancy 

by June 2023. Currently, the SOE leases warehouse space in Riviera Beach for ballot tabulation and processing. 

  

Opioid Response Plan – approved a contract amendment with Southeast Florida Behavioral Health Network, Inc. 

extending the end date to September 30, 2019, and increasing the contract amount by $798,000 ($1.348 million total 

contract amount) for the continuation of expanded bed capacity, treatment of substance use disorders, care 

coordination, and prevention programs to educate the community about the dangers of opioid and substance use 

disorders. 

  

LHAP – approved the FY 2019-2021 through 2021-2022 Local Housing Assistance Plan (LHAP) as required by the 

State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) Program Act. In so doing, Palm Beach County will be in a position to 

receive funding under the SHIP program during the next three years when the state makes funding allocations. SHIP 

funds do not require a local match. 

  

Palm Tran – approved a grant application in the amount of $883,244 with local matches totaling $102,676 to purchase 

and equip 12 replacement paratransit vehicles for Palm Tran. 

  

Lake Okeechobee – authorized staff to move forward with organizing a joint commission meeting with the other four 

counties surrounding Lake Okeechobee. 
   

  
 

 
 

 

Upcoming Dates 

 Joint Meeting to Discuss Lake Okeechobee between Palm Beach, Martin, Glades, Okeechobee, and Hendry 

Counties.  Tuesday, May 7, 6 pm.  Okeechobee High School Lecture Auditorium,  2800 HWY 441 

North,  Okeechobee, FL 34972.   

 Farm Share Food Giveaway.  Saturday, May 18, 10 am - 1 pm.  Hands Park, 500 NW 5th Street, Belle Glade.  
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