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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT: JULIE HOUSTON TRIESTE: (561) 357 - 1114 0o f ,

The following letter has been sent to all parents and guardians in the School
District of Palm Beach County.

Hello Parents and Guardians,

As part of the District’'s commitment to keeping you as informed
as possible, this message is a follow-up to an email that you
received earlier today regarding facial coverings.

Out of an abundance of caution, and in a profound effort to
mitigate the rapidly rising COVID-19 positivity rate in our
community and on our campuses, School Board members
approved

Policy 5.326 Student Protocols due to COVID-19, making facial
coverings mandatory for students in District-operated schools.

The current policy will remain in place for up to 90 days.
However, the Board will periodically reassess the policy.

Parents and Guardians, please be assured that the District
recognizes that there are strong emotions and beliefs on both
sides of the facial covering issue. The decision to make masks
mandatory is solely based on the health and safety of our
students and staff and taking action that the Board believes will
mitigate transmission of the easily communicable COVID-19
Delta variant among children and adults.


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h5uDO1s5IkUg-QtJcJvvs_pg8wzOtHd0X-MuEdQ2ZjQG33gBylRyJs6Sz-J_6CrkcV3RIYnPtVRKY9hhTaJm7zGiDO8nX7suVAYvyNWsq0BpgPn_WQwldbUfUKBWl1edRXPo1Y5bstv9AtIezmBRhmsUEJcXTZ8Q4L2CzMe-_s6oql7SKPDh0A8ujcL8ypq-6HVlh2pM3a0QKyIJnsqqlgDopcHeAmFwipBaXTH8egw=&c=bc0wb39H3anx9ebURsZ7epqZLDUQQsOXR0CZMbkzAfNMUAtobtQ4DQ==&ch=L0SruoJgdnaXfJTcI7eQNfPNE4VSlCRN_4i-HJFSswZg-ihF0Bhekw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h5uDO1s5IkUg-QtJcJvvs_pg8wzOtHd0X-MuEdQ2ZjQG33gBylRyJs6Sz-J_6CrkpH6mntiBhmyiFtUZXYaa9UUO2UccK0sXXb5_-l6Z5FrHlB-AFJy4IZh2oxa5vqU_MzioZUdmeWAZA7q1xMjghoKEBvd5FqLO3FPCVwIW7FlVVcu0XUgX2NlST4SjT1ZadokE5a86PyeIYL-21VRjnifXq36bvH0O&c=bc0wb39H3anx9ebURsZ7epqZLDUQQsOXR0CZMbkzAfNMUAtobtQ4DQ==&ch=L0SruoJgdnaXfJTcI7eQNfPNE4VSlCRN_4i-HJFSswZg-ihF0Bhekw==

The Student Protocols due to COVID-19 Policy take effect on
Monday, August 23, 2021. Opt-out letters previously submitted
by parents and guardians will no longer be honored.

The only exception to this facial covering requirement is for
students with ADA or 504 Plan accommodations. If your child
requires an exemption from the mask requirement due to a
documented disability, please submit a request for an
accommodation along with a note from a treating licensed
medical physician documenting the need for the requested
accommodation to the school’'s 504 coordinator.

As our goal is to meet the individual needs of all students, once
letters are received by the school from the child’s treating
physician, the District will coordinate a meeting as soon as
possible to consider a facial covering exemption as an
accommodation based on the medical information provided and
any additional relevant information. Our goal is to complete this
process and meet with parents and guardians in a timely
manner.

If your child has an exemption from wearing a facial covering
from the 2020-2021 school year on record, the students will
remain eligible for the exemption for the 2021-2022 school year.

At this time, all other students are expected to adhere to the
facial covering requirement while on District transportation and
indoors on District property. Facial coverings are not required
while outside.

Principals and staff will continue to promote school-wide positive
behavior support as we establish facial covering compliance.

While we understand the hesitancy of some students to comply,
we must make every effort to attain compliance and drastically
decrease direct exposure to the virus. If students choose to not
comply, the school will follow guidelines defined in the Student
Code of Conduct: Policy 5.1812 (K-5) and Policy 5.1813 (6-12).



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h5uDO1s5IkUg-QtJcJvvs_pg8wzOtHd0X-MuEdQ2ZjQG33gBylRyJhtzd4AflX_OitUibet-5WH52oxeAy96lmPyMY_avPXUkItTLcz8bP9VbKNxEdlR4pkhw888plYVLWrCZelSrKRPK3EgtWxx9w6ZIfMORQpAEcoWZH4PwoDYfbdTdG4DucVGcItxZ788T1V-eQXZGFwzTVRJOUL4K0i31qRDOlWL&c=bc0wb39H3anx9ebURsZ7epqZLDUQQsOXR0CZMbkzAfNMUAtobtQ4DQ==&ch=L0SruoJgdnaXfJTcI7eQNfPNE4VSlCRN_4i-HJFSswZg-ihF0Bhekw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h5uDO1s5IkUg-QtJcJvvs_pg8wzOtHd0X-MuEdQ2ZjQG33gBylRyJs6Sz-J_6CrkGfgOsK1tyf1G4HXnzyeAghSn8HUmA1AB9u6y6-kbO0BPqyacphbB2K1N0iPtYHKUFMdKCm2PpTKj9RG9YdsxnblsiOh7Xr_OLjzs42NLNDuhwg5Zga8FU0Dean5LfFxm_fOE-FeeVVqY6A08B9iLmIaTqERzCUkh&c=bc0wb39H3anx9ebURsZ7epqZLDUQQsOXR0CZMbkzAfNMUAtobtQ4DQ==&ch=L0SruoJgdnaXfJTcI7eQNfPNE4VSlCRN_4i-HJFSswZg-ihF0Bhekw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h5uDO1s5IkUg-QtJcJvvs_pg8wzOtHd0X-MuEdQ2ZjQG33gBylRyJs6Sz-J_6CrkV-HFf2h9vFEO8YLu1-egYNA2_MzVoLPmWXmXBjWasRQ_9lqza-VMKCblWmZElU75YlLYVHk1G--r4_wLCf1P8k1Lsa94rWnv8FV_0wmRm9REjhx9947vW8RoqOgPEXBP-xwy-b9okGHFIzpbS_WY7c5osX-d6RKL&c=bc0wb39H3anx9ebURsZ7epqZLDUQQsOXR0CZMbkzAfNMUAtobtQ4DQ==&ch=L0SruoJgdnaXfJTcI7eQNfPNE4VSlCRN_4i-HJFSswZg-ihF0Bhekw==

Thank you for your continued partnership in education while
maintaining safety and security in our schools and community.



