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in addition to our regular activitiesJUNE HIGHLIGHTS
■  Healthcare District (Lakeside Medical) 

Resident Physician Diabetes Presentation 
Monday, June 5, 1:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m.

■  Healthcare District (Lakeside Medical) 
Resident Physician Yoga Class Thursday, 
June 8, at 1:00 p.m.; June 15 at 1:00 p.m.; 
and June 21 at 12:00 p.m.

■  Healthcare District (Lakeside Medical) 
Resident Physician Brown Bag 

Presentation Monday, June 19, 1:00 p.m.–
3:00 p.m.

■  Palm Beach Atlantic University School 
of Pharmacy - Medication Brown Bag 
Symposia Thursday, June 22, 9:30 a.m.–
12:30 p.m.

■  "Office Ergonomics" by Dr. Darryl Linder, 
D.C., Chiropractic Physician Thursday, 
June 15, 12:00 p.m.

Father’s	Day	has	Methodist	ties
BY JOEY BUTLER

Editor's Note: This story was 
originally published in 2010, the 
year often referenced as the 
centennial of the first celebration 
of Father's Day. Information 
regarding the centennial has 
been updated to reflect this.

To all you dads out there: While 
you're relaxing in your recliner and 
watching sports on June 21, and 
your kids are on their best behavior 
to honor Father's Day, don't forget 
to thank a United Methodist.

That's right. Not one, but two 
United Methodist churches with 
the same name, oddly enough 
can lay claim to originating the 
celebration of all things paternal.

In 1909 in Spokane, WA, Sonora 
Smart Dodd listened to a 
Mother's Day sermon at Central 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Dodd's own mother had died 11 
years earlier, and her father had 
raised their six children alone. 
Dodd felt moved to honor her 

father, and fathers everywhere, 
with a special day as well.

She proposed her idea to local 
religious leaders, and gained wide 
acceptance. June 19, 1910, was 
designated as the first Father's 
Day, and sermons honoring fathers 
were presented throughout the city.

When newspapers across 
the country carried the story 
about Spokane's observance, 

Photo courtesy of the Rev. D.D. Meighen

On July 5, 1908, a Father's Day sermon was 
preached at Williams Memorial Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, now Central United 
Methodist Church, Fairmont, WV.

Father's Day continued on Page 5 



MID COUNTY
SENIOR CENTER
3680 Lake Worth Road
Lake Worth, FL 33461
tel (561) 357-7100 
fax (561) 357-7114

Vacant Manager 
Tina	Austin Asst. Manager

Operating Hours
Monday-Friday
8:00AM-5:00PM

PALM BEACH COUNTY 

Senior Centers

NORTH COUNTY
SENIOR CENTER
5217 Northlake Blvd
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418
tel (561) 694-5435 
fax (561) 694-9611

Tim	Yates	Manager 
Patty	Jordan	Asst. Manager

Operating Hours
Monday-Friday
8:00AM-5:00PM

WEST COUNTY
SENIOR CENTER
2916 State Road #15
Belle Glade, FL 33430
tel (561) 996-4808 
fax (561) 992-1011

Willie	Miller,	II	Manager

Operating Hours
Monday-Friday
8:00AM-5:00PM

Vacant Assistant Manager 
Looking to hire soon!

WEST COUNTY STAFF

 

SERVICES
Services include:

Information and Referral

Education

Nutrition

Congregate Meal

Outreach Services

Caregiver Support 
Group Meetings

Educational Forums

Volunteer Opportunities & 
Senior Community Service

MEDICAL SCREENINGS

Blood Pressure Checks

Preventive Lectures

Serving Health Insurance 
Needs of Elders (SHINE)

Activities include:
Bridge

Bingo

Day Trips

Live Music

Quilting

Oil Painting

Billiards

Dominoes

Special Events

Computer Classes

Exercise Classes

Birthday Celebrations

Woodcarving

–and more!

FREE 
INTERNET 
ACCESS

Need Help with Medicare? 
Let SHINE Be Your Guide!
SHINE provides FREE and unbiased information and counseling to those 
currently on Medicare, those who will soon be eligible and those who act on 
behalf of Medicare beneficiaries, including family members and caregivers.

How can SHINE help?
• Medicare Eligibility, Enrollment and Coverage Issues
• Medicare Appeal Rights
• Medigap (Medicare Supplement) Policies
• Long-Term Care Options
• Prescription Assistance Resources
• Medicaid
• Medicare Prescription Drug Plan (Part D)

How do I contact a SHINE counselor?
A SHINE counselor can speak with you over the telephone 
or meet with you in person at West County Senior Center, a 
SHINE counseling site. Please call your local Elder Helpline 
toll-free at 1-866-684-5885 to schedule an appointment 
for counseling.

For more information, visit www.floridaSHINE.org.

Willie Miller, II Manager 
(561) 996-4808
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Recognized by the Older Americans Act (OAA) as a community focal point, senior centers 
have become one of the most widely used services among America’s older adults. Today,  
nearly 11,000 senior centers serve 1 million older adults every day. 

PARTICIPANTS 
• Approximately 70% of senior center participants are women; half of them live alone.

• The majority are Caucasian, followed by African Americans, Hispanics, and Asians respectively. 

•  Compared with their peers, senior center participants have higher levels of health, 
social interaction, and life satisfaction and lower levels of income. 

• The average age of participants is 75. 

• 75% of participants visit their center 1 to 3 times per week. They spend an average of 3.3 hours per visit. 

IMPACT 
Research shows that older adults who participate in senior center programs can learn to 
manage and delay the onset of chronic disease and experience measurable improvements in 
their physical, social, spiritual, emotional, mental, and economic well-being. Today’s senior 
centers are reinventing themselves to meet the needs and desires of the aging baby boom 
generation. Boomers now constitute more than two-thirds of the 50+ population. Senior centers 
are developing new programs and opportunities for this dynamic generation of older adults. 

SERVICES

Senior centers serve as a gateway to the nation’s aging network—connecting older adults to  
vital community services that can help them stay healthy and independent. More than 60% of 
senior centers are designated focal points for delivery of OAA services—allowing older adults 
to access multiple services in one place. Senior centers offer a wide variety of programs and 
services, including: 

• Meal and nutrition programs 
• Information and assistance  
• Health, fitness, and wellness programs  
• Transportation services  
• Public benefits counseling  
• Employment assistance  
• Volunteer and civic engagement opportunities  
• Social and recreational activities  
• Educational and arts programs  
• Intergenerational programs 

To maintain operations, senior centers must leverage resources from a variety of sources. 
These include federal, state, and local governments; special events; public and private grants; 
businesses; bequests; participant contributions; in-kind donations; and volunteer hours. Most 
centers rely on 3 to 8 different funding sources.

Source:  National Council on Aging, "Senior Centers" Facts,  
https://www.ncoa.org/news/resources-for-reporters/get-the-facts/senior-center-facts/

Used with permission.

WHAT IS A  
SENIOR CENTER?



New Class!
Computer Basics
Struggling to learn computers? 
Never used a computer before? 
Come learn about computer basics. 
Join us the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of 
every month at 9:30 a.m. Class will 
provide an introduction to using 
the mouse and keyboard. Class 
will also provide basic instruction 
from turning the computer on to 
performing basic computer tasks.
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Used with permission. "Father’s Day has Methodist ties." United Methodist Communications, the global communications agency 
of The United Methodist Church. Web. 6 June. 2017. http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/fathers-day-has-methodist-ties

This story was reported by the United Methodist News Service. It was first published in June 18, 2010.
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the popularity of Father's Day 
spread. Several presidents 
declared it a holiday, and in 1972, 
Richard Nixon established it 
as the third Sunday in June.

Dodd's pivotal role in the creation 
of a national Father's Day 
celebration was recognized in 1943 
with a luncheon in her honor in 
New York City. Central Methodist 
Episcopal is now known as Central 
United Methodist, and holds a 
Father's Day service every year.

There's more to the story
If you thought you celebrated the 
centennial of Father's Day in 2010, 
you were actually two years too late.

You see, the year Spokane was 
observing its first Father's Day, 
almost 2,000 miles away in 
Fairmont, WV, another Methodist 
church was on its third.

On July 5, 1908, a Father's Day 
sermon was preached at Williams 
Memorial Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, thanks to the 
efforts of Grace Golden Clayton.

In December 1907, a terrible mine 
explosion in nearby Monongah 
claimed the lives of more than 
360 men. Most of them had 

families, and the tragedy left 
1,000 children fatherless.

Clayton was distraught by the 
thought of all those children 
growing up without a father's 
guidance, and wanted to do 
something to honor the importance 
of fatherhood. She asked her 
pastor to set aside a special day 
to commemorate fathers. She 
chose the Sunday closest to 
the birthday of her late father, 
also a Methodist preacher.

However, unlike the Spokane 
service, the Fairmont event drew 
little attention outside the area.

Fairmont historians concede that 
Sonora Dodd deserves credit for 
bringing the holiday to national 
prominence, but want it known 
that they did beat her to the idea.

"We don't claim popularizing the 
day, but we have proof we were 
the first to have a church service," 
said the Rev. D.D. Meighen, retired 
pastor of the Fairmont church, 
which is now also known as 
Central United Methodist. Seriously, 
what are the odds of that?

Meighen said two news-making 
events happened on July 4, 1908, 
that stole the thunder from 
their Father's Day service.

Butler is a media producer and 
editor for United Methodist 
Communications, Nashville, TN. 
He'll celebrate Father's Day this 
year as he usually does: calling 
his dad and talking about the 
U.S Open Golf Tournament.

News media contact: Joey Butler, 
Nashville, TN, (615) 742-5105 
or newsdesk@umcom.org.

⊲  Sonora Smart Dodd is known as the  
mother of Father's Day. 

Photo courtesy of the of the Spokane Regional 
Convention and Visitors Bureau

Father's Day 
continued from Page 1



Starting June 1,  
West County Senior Center 

will be hosting an  
Afternoon Throw Down–

daily card and board games 
in the afternoon. If you love 

playing spades, tunk, 
scrabble, checkers or any 
other card or board game, 

then come out to West 
County Senior Center, 
1:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m. 

Come for an afternoon of 
strategy, competition  

and fun.

Throw Down
A F T E R N O O N
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ALUMNIATTENTION CLASSES OF  

1900-1972

We welcome photos from high 

school or college class reunions 

to showcase in our West County 

Senior Center newsletter. 

Please email your photos to 

wmiller@pbcgov.org.

Do you enjoy teaching?

☑ Email
☑ Internet Search
☑ Video Chat

Help seniors navigate technology by teaching them to use their 
computers, tablets, and smartphones so they can:

☑ Pay bills online
☑ Start an online business

Sponsored by: 

Currently seeking a technology teacher to facilitate a reoccurring 2-hour, 12-week 
course at the West County Senior Center, located at 2916 State Road #15, Belle 
Glade, FL 33430. Hourly pay is $30.00

For more information please email Marie Sanches at msanches@ulpbc.org, or call 
(561) 833-1461 ext. 3018.
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JUNE 2017 
DAILY ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p–3p  Lakeside Medical Center 

Medical Diabetes 
Presentation

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
9:30-10:30 Computer Class
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p  Lakeside Medical Center Medical 

Presentation (Brown Bag)

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
9:30-10:30 Computer Class
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time
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5 6 7

12 13 14

19 20 21

26 27 28
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THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
12:30 Hurricane Preparedness
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p YOGA Lakeside Medical Center

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
9:30–12:30 Palm Beach Atlantic 
University School of Pharmacy– 
Medication (Brown Bag)
12p Congregate Meal
 1p Afternoon Roundup

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

8a Chat & Chew over Coffee
10a Coloring/Bingo/Arts & Crafts
12p Congregate Meal
1p Afternoon Roundup
1p  Spades/Scrabble/Arts & Crafts/ 

TV Time

1 2 3

8 9 10

15 16 17

22 23 24

29 30

C
E

N
T

E
R

 C
LO

S
E

D



-10-

Community Lunch Program
for Older Adults

Please join us for a nutritious meal and the opportunity to socialize with friends.

If you are interested in more information on the Lunch Program for adults over 60 
years of age or for volunteering opportunities, please call us at the number below.

West County Senior Center
2916 State Road #15

Belle Glade 33430

Tanner Park Community Center
105 E. Palm Beach Road

South Bay 33493

The Federal Older Americans Act (OAA) provides support services, such as 
congregate nutrition services in settings including senior centers and 
community facilities for older adults. The Division of Senior Services operates 
congregate meal sites with the supportive service of local transportation from 
Palm Beach County’s public transportation system (Palm Tran Connection).

Palm Beach County
Board of County Commissioners

Palm Beach County
Division of Senior Services
West County Senior Center
(561) 992-4818

LOCAL DINING SITES

FREE
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Members of the public are invited to attend 
the second annual Glades Citizens Criminal 
Justice Academy.

The academy takes place in June on four 
consecutive Mondays: June 5, 12, 19 and 26. 
Sessions will be held at the Belle Glade  
Library/Civic Center located at 725 N.W. 
4th Street, in Belle Glade.

Each class runs from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.  
The classes are free and dinner is served.

In 2016, our first academy had over 21 participants 
and was an overwhelming success. Sponsors of 
this year’s Glades Citizens Criminal Justice 
Academy include the Palm Beach County 
Criminal Justice Commission, the Palm Beach 
County Sheriff’s Office, and the Palm Beach 

County Office of Community Revitalization.
The purpose of the academy is to provide timely 
information to the citizens of Palm Beach County 
regarding the criminal justice system. The four 
classes will educate you about specific aspects  
of the criminal justice system and how decisions 
are made.

Participants will see demonstrations, meet with 
decision makers involved with criminal justice, 
and tour the jail. All participants over the age of 
14 are welcome. Up to 12 community service 
hours will be earned for attending.

Applications are required and available on our 
website: www.pbcgov.org/criminaljustice. For 
more information, please call 561-355-4943, fax 
561-355-4941 or email at RMurray@pbcgov.org.

IN JUNE

Glades Citizens Criminal Justice Academy
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BLACK MUSIC
             MONTH

African-American Music Month, the staff of 
West County Senior Center are proud to salute 
and interview extraordinary current and 
former Glades area band directors, music 
educators, etc., who have made valuable 
contributions in this community and in 
greater Palm Beach County. These musicians 
have and continue to stimulate our 
imaginations and inspire current and future 
generations of girls, women, boys and men. 
Not only did these musicians prevail, they 
excelled during an era of challenging political, 
social, economic and racial times. As part of 
their commitment to making a difference in 
the lives of those around them, we would like 
to celebrate their numerous contributions to 
music education and civic life.

JUNE IS

In recognition of



EUNICE 
LOCKE
 Who would you consider to be the greatest 
African-American musician of  our time?  
Marion Anderson and Leontyne Price.

 Do you think some of the lyrics in today's rap and hip hop music are   
 too demeaning and are sending the wrong message to our youth?  
Yes. Parents need to be aware of the kind of music their children are 
listening to.

 Why did you decide to pursue a career in music?  
The interest in music began when I tried to play an “old” organ my 
grandmother had.

 What are some of the things that you found to be the most gratifying or 
 rewarding during your work as a music educator?  
The love of music by children in school.

 What would you consider to be your single most significant or greatest 
 accomplishment during your career? 
Seeing some of my students become “dedicated” teachers.

 Would you say that African-American music has greatly influenced  
 American culture and helped to shape our identity as a nation and, if so, 
 in what ways?  
Yes!! Even the “hymns” we sing in church as well as the Negro Spirituals. 
Gospel music is a good example. All races are included.

 What is your most favorite style of music?  
Classical and Hymns.

 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American entertainer  
 of our time and why? 
James Cleveland, The message of GOD is very clear. Music is a very 
special “art” because it includes “listener” and “artist" (performer). 
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Eunice B. Locke was born in Adamsville, Alabama and 
her received her primary and secondary education in 
the Jefferson County School District. She attended 
Miles College in Birmingham, Alabama where she 
received the Bachelor of Arts in French and English 
(1954). Because of her years of studying piano, she 
became the accompanist for the College Choir as a 
sophomore and toured the states of Alabama and 
Florida. Upon graduation, she was employed as the 
assistant to the Choral Director. This is where she met 
her husband, Walter T. Locke.

She continued her studies in music at New York 
University in New York and the Eastman School of 
Music in Rochester, New York. Upon relocating to 
Florida, she continued her studies at the University of 
Miami in Coral Gables, Florida where she received a 
Masters degree in Music Education.

In 1959, Eunice moved to West Palm Beach, Florida 
with her husband, Walter T. Locke and son, Davey 
Brent. She began her career as an itinerant music 
teacher with Palm Beach County Schools.  This 
experience allowed her to teach students in Riviera 
Beach, West Palm Beach, Lake Worth, and Boynton 
Beach. After years of traveling, she began teaching at 
Roosevelt High School and Roosevelt Junior High 
School before moving to Belle Glade, Florida.

She taught at Pahokee Jr-Sr High School from 1973-75. 
Furthermore, she taught at Glades Central High School 
from 1975-1977 prior to returning to West Palm Beach 
to teach at Roosevelt Elementary School, Suncoast 
High School, and John F. Kennedy Middle School. She 
worked at the District office as Coordinator of the 
Middle School Enrichment Program before returning 
from Seminole Trails Elementary in 1998.

Eunice Locke joined the sisterhood of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc. in 1962 with 2 other candidates 
through the West Palm Beach Alumnae Chapter and 
was a charter member of the Glades Alumnae Chapter 
of Delta Sigma Theta as well.

Eunice is the mother of four children…Davey (Glades 
Central Class of 1976-deceased), Lina, Wendell, and 
Erika, grandmother of 12, and great grandmother of 1.

ABOUT EUNICE LOCKE



RONALD
MCCURDY
PH.D., PROFESSOR OF MUSIC

ABOUT RONALD McCURDY
Ronald C. McCurdy is a professor of music at the USC Thornton School of Music and 
serves as past president of the International Association for Jazz Education (IAJE). Prior to his 
appointment at USC, he served as director of the Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz at USC. He 
has served as professor of music and chair of the Afro-African American studies department 
and served as director of jazz studies at the University of Minnesota. He received his 
undergraduate degree from Florida A&M University and his master’s and Ph.D. degrees from 
the University of Kansas. In 2001, McCurdy received the Distinguished Alumni Award from the 
University of Kansas.
 
McCurdy released his first CD titled Once Again for the First Time on the INNOVA label and 
is co-author of a vocal jazz improvisation series titled Approaching the Standards, published 
by Warner Bros., and Meet the Great Jazz Legend, published by Alfred. He is currently 
touring The Langston Hughes Project, Ask Your Mama: 12 Moods for Jazz. The multimedia 
presentation features a jazz quartet, spoken-word performance and images from the Harlem 
Renaissance. McCurdy is in demand as a guest clinician, soloist, speaker, director of honor jazz 
ensembles and choirs.
 
McCurdy is a consultant to the GRAMMY Foundation educational programs, including serving 
as director of the Grammy Jazz Choir and Combo. He served as director of the Walt Disney 
All-American Summer College Jazz Ensemble and Jazz Singers in Orlando, Florida, for seven 
years and continues to serve as a consultant for the college program. He has also served as 
a member of the Jamey Aebersold Jazz Camp faculty. McCurdy is a performing artist for the 
Yamaha International Corporation.
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 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American musician of our time?  
Very difficult question to answer. As a musician, and someone who loves a variety of 

musical styles and genres, it would be the same as asking which of your four kids do you 
like the best!! If I had to choose one musician in terms of creativity and innovative 

contributions, I'd select Louis Armstrong. 

 Do you think some of the lyrics in today's rap and hip hop music are too demeaning and  
 are sending the wrong message to our youth? 

In a word, yes! If you understand the evolution of Rap Music and the Hip Hop Culture, we know 
that the founders, Afrika Bambaataa, DJ Kool Herc, et al, had very little economic incentives to 

advance this art form. When Sylvia Robinson moved forward with the Sugar Hill Gang, record 
companies realized that money could be made from this music. However, to do so, the message 

had to extend beyond addressing the plight of the African American as Bambaataa and others of 
his generation had done. That message would not sell to the masses. White record producers would 

encourage rappers to engage in misogynistic lyrics. These lyrics are extremely damaging to many of 
our young people, especially our young girls–given the subject of these vile lyrics. It also encourages 

our young men NOT to respect the role of women. 

 Why did you decide to pursue a career in music?  
I knew as a young child that music was going to be my life's endeavor. I've never had a Plan B. From the 

time I played harmonica at my Mother's Tea Parties as a small child and started band at summer camp, I 
knew music was going to be my life's calling. 

 What are some of the things that you found to be the most gratifying or rewarding during your work as a  
 band director, musician, singer, etc.?
Being an artist allows me to be a storyteller. Also, I believe being an artist also means that you're an 
activist. You see the world differently from others. You want to bring attention to those aspects of life that 
speak to truth. 

 What would you consider to be your single most significant or greatest accomplishment during your  
 career?  
I was able to create my Langston Hughes Project. I've had an opportunity to present several hundred 
performances all over the world to thousands of people. This production has been very well received. 

 Would you say that African-American music has greatly influenced American culture and helped to  
 shape our identity as a nation and, if so, in what ways? 
Absolutely, African Americans have been extremely influential on practically every aspect of American 
Culture–that includes all disciplines in the arts (i.e., music, dance, literature, visual arts, language, sports, 
etc.) It would be very difficult to imagine America without the cultural contributions made by African 
Americans. 

 What is your most favorite style of music?  
I'm primarily a jazz musician, but I appreciate all styles of music.

 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American entertainer of our time and why? 
Michael Jackson. He was able to touch people from so many cultures worldwide. He was a singer-
songwriter, dancer, producer and visionary.



SHARON
SINGLETON

 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American  
 musician of our time? 
Alicia Keys, because she composes, plays and sings.

 Do you think some of the lyrics in today's rap and hip hop music are  
 too demeaning and are sending the wrong message to our youth? 
Yes, because they mimic and idolize rappers.

 Why did you decide to pursue a career in music? 
Between my family members (musicians) and my godmother, Dr. Catherine Palms Harris, who is also 
a musician, encouraged me to pursue piano playing.

 What are some of the things that you found to be the most gratifying or rewarding during your work  
 as a music educator? 
My students who say it inspired them to become musicians and/or singers and their success stories.

Would you say that African-American music has greatly influenced American culture and helped to 
shape our identity as a nation and, if so, in what ways? 
Although some music is considered derogatory, there are many influential musicians that inspire as 
well as promote positivity.

What is your most favorite style of music?
Classical, Gospel, Jazz and Oldies.

Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American entertainer of our time and why? 
Jill Scott–singer, actress, songwriter.

<  Sharon Singleton's godmother, 
Dr. Catherine Palms Harris
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JOSEPH
 BELL

-17-

 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American musician of our time? 
When I consider the greatest African-American musician of our time, I can't help but 
to choose WYNTON MARSALIS. He is not only a GREAT teacher, who has had a 
tremendous influence on the young people of our time. He inspires them to do great 
things! 

 Do you think some of the lyrics in today's rap and hip hop music are too demeaning  
 and are sending the wrong message to our youth? 
I am not aware of a great deal of RAP Music, but I have listened to a few recordings that have a certain degree of 
merit presented in the text. By the same token, I have heard some that I feel should not be exposed to our youth. 
There is good and bad in all things. We, as adults, need to guide our young ones toward the good.

 Why did you decide to pursue a career in music?  
I did not choose to pursue a career in Music–it chose me!! From the time of my youth, I have loved music and it 
came easy to me. I am very happy to have served in this GREAT PROFESSION and would have it no other way!! 

 What are some of the things that you found to be the most gratifying or rewarding during your work as a   
 band director? 
I found it most gratifying to be able to pass on to my students that which has been so important to me in 
my LIFE. I love to work with students and see and listen to the final results of our efforts.

 What would you consider to be your single most significant or greatest accomplishment during your career?  
My single most significant accomplishment during my career was becoming friends for life with my students 
and their parents. We were not always successful in obtaining a superior rating in our performances, but in the 
process of trying, became closer as friends.

 Would you say that African-American music has greatly influenced American culture and helped to shape  
 our identify as a nation and, if so, in what ways? 
African Americans have definitely had a great influence on our American culture. Starting from the old Negro 
spirituals to jazz, modern-day rhythm and blues and on and on, which by the way was started in this country, by 
Black people. There is nowhere that you can go and not hear the music of Black people! African-American music 
has served to lift our nation in times of war, times of disasters and in celebration of good times! 

 What is your most favorite style of music?  
I would say that it is hard to choose which style of music that I most favor. I like them all. But, I will say 
that jazz and spirituals are at the top of my list. 

 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American entertainer of our time and why? 
I thought about this and have concluded that, when it comes to the greatest African-American 
entertainer of our time, I have to choose MR. SAMMY DAVIS, JR. He was great at dancing, 
acting, singing, playing instruments (self-taught) as well as keeping you on the edge of your 
SEAT! When you were being entertained by Sammy, you always felt totally entertained! My 
choice for Honorable Mention would be the "Godfather of Soul," MR. JAMES BROWN.

Band Director of Eastlake Senior High, 1967-1970, 

and Eastlake Middle School, 1970-1975



-18-

 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American musician of our time? 
I get asked this question quite a bit and it's always difficult to answer. I have so many favorites, and there 
are so many tremendously talented musicians. I think that Stevie Wonder has a very distinct sound as well 
as Joe Sample. Whitney Houston is without question gifted, and I love Rachelle Farrell, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Karen Clark-Sheard, and Tamela Mann.

 Do you think some of the lyrics in today's rap and hip hop music are to demeaning and are sending the  
 wrong message to our youth? 
Yes, I think there is no shortage of this kind of derogatory music; however, it is very encouraging to hear 
those musicians who are making a positive difference and giving our young people an alternative by 
making the positive cool and fun. I'm referring to such artists as Chance the Rapper and Common. It is my 
hope that young people embrace the creativity of these artists and see from their example that they can be 
cool and positive.

 Why did you decide to pursue a career in music? 
I have always loved to sing, but I was too shy to sing before a crowd. So, I'd only sing at home in my room, at 
church, in the choir, or the shower. When I was around 15, I was asked to sing at a pageant while the judges 
tallied the scores. I was extremely nervous, so nervous that I was sweating. I went ahead and got my 
nerves together and sang Anita Baker's "No One In The World." I received a standing ovation. That was the 
best feeling I'd ever had. I was shocked. I did not expect an ovation. My mind was completely consumed 
with remembering the lyrics and just plain getting through the song. I played that night over and over in 
my head for days, vividly recalling how the cheering and standing crowd startled me as I neared the end of 
the song that I sang with my eyes closed nearly 3/4ths of the song. From then on, I knew that I'd be singing 
more often. The nerves still haven't gone away in all these years, but my mother helped me with that. She 
said to me, "If you didn't feel anything, you wouldn't be human, and to be nervous is to be human, so you 
are perfectly normal. Use your nerves to help you prepare well, so that even when you are super anxious, 
you know your song so well that you can sing your song in your sleep. Your preparation will override your 
fear." I find that to be true and I often remind myself of this. From this performance, I decided that I wanted 
more, and I felt that I would never tire of that feeling. It is always my goal to evoke feelings in my audience 
that, in turn, fulfills me.

 What are some of the things that you found to be the most gratifying or rewarding during your work as a  
 vocalist? 
I find it very gratifying when I see people crying, smiling, happy, or excited because of something I sang. 
It's even more gratifying when they tell me in such a heartfelt way. It's nice to be appreciated because I feel 
that sometimes vocalists are taken for granted, but, in actuality, there is a lot of work that goes into 
preparing for a performance. There is learning lyrics, finding music or a band, rehearsals, sometimes 
buying the appropriate clothing or costumes, securing equipment and the most important part, putting 
unique touches on your performance. These are all things that, as vocal coach, I am able to have my 
students experience. There is quite a bit that goes into giving a great performance.

 What would you consider to be your single most significant or greatest accomplishment during your  
 career? 
I am extremely proud of my recordings "Have a Harva Christmas" and "Beginning Finally." Recording these 
were definitely a highlight in my life. I love being in the studio and writing the songs and watching them 
come to life. It was a wonderful experience. I have also had wonderful opportunities. I've sung with Miles 
Jay, Wayman Tisdale, GQ, and I was opening act for Morris Day and the Time. I've also sung for senators 
and congressmen, in several choirs, two girl groups, the Palm Beach Polo Horse Jumping Shows and 
numerous private parties, conventions, festivals, fundraisers, weddings and funerals. I find great pleasure 
in helping others learn to improve their singing skills with vocal lessons.
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HARVA 
MILLER-
TATE 

 Would you say that African-American music has greatly  
 influenced American culture and helped to shape our identity as a nation 
and, if so, in what ways? 
I do feel that African-American music has overall had a very positive impact on our nation's 
identity. I cannot think of any era and not hear the music of my people, from the beat of African 
drums, the acapella voices in spirituals, to Rag Time and Jazz, to Motown and civil rights chants, 
to the smooth seventies, funky eighties, and the beginnings of Hip Hop in the nineties and onto a 
new age of R&B that encompasses a little of everything before it, including genres that are not 
distinctly ours. People of all races listen to African-American music. I learned as much while 
performing at parties. I saw people from all cultures and walks of life enjoy African-American 
music. Our music allows our souls to heal and is just as comforting as soul food. I can't imagine 
life without the sweet, soulful, seductive, and guttural sounds and beats that come forth from the 
souls of African-American musicians.

 What is your most favorite style of music? 
I love many genres of music. I find that they all share a common link in some sort of way. My 
mood dictates what music I listen to. R&B, jazz, and classical are my favorites. I love music that 
includes vocals because, as a vocalist, I love listening to what others can do with their voices. I 
get inspired by others, and my own artistry awakens when I'm experiencing exceptional artists. I 
look for inspiration everywhere and in everything, as well. Everyday conversations, situations, 
and observations are excellent sources of inspiration for writing and singing. There is no limit to 
what I can sing or write about, and the instruments chosen for a song and how they are played 
are intriguing for me. I often wonder how a song would sound if they had chosen a piano instead 
of a keyboard or an acoustic guitar instead of an electric one. After pondering this, I often then 
think, "it's still all good!" I can find and appreciate the beauty and creativity in all music, even if 
it's not my favorite genre.

 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American entertainer of our time and why? 
I would have to say that I have real respect for Prince. He was able to play all of the instruments 
in a song, as well as write, sing and perform it. Michael Jackson is another great. His writing and 
performing was second to none. There are so many who are all equally special in their own 
rights. John Legend is an amazing writer and Beyoncé is extraordinary. I feel so blessed to have 
been given a gift that I can share with others while feeding my soul at the same time.



WILLIE R. 
PYFROM

Everglades Vocational High School, 1954

Florida A&M University, 1958

 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-  
 American musician of our time? 
In my opinion, the greatest African-American musician 
of our time is Wynton Marsalis because he is a talented 
trumpeter, composer, teacher and educator who has mastered both jazz and classical 
music and promoted music to young audiences.

 Do you think some of the lyrics in today's rap and hip hop music are too demeaning and are sending the wrong   
 message to our youth?  
I'm not a fan of hip hop and rap music and some of the lyrics in some of the songs are demeaning and 
derogatory. However, the song that Tupac sang in tribute to his mother was powerfully moving with positive 
lyrics.

 Why did you decide to pursue a career in music?  
Initially, my goal was to pursue a career in medicine 
and to become a doctor. However, I somehow 
changed my mind during the advising and 
registration process and decided to pursue music 
instead. I am so glad that I did because now I know 
that music is my calling.

 What are some of the things that you found to be  
 the most gratifying or rewarding during your work   
 as a band director? 
My most gratifying work as a band director has 
come from teaching and helping to motivate, 
inspire and help the students that I have taught to 
realize their musical talents and potential and 
some of them going on to be outstanding and 
accomplished musicians, educators and 
entertainers.
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 What would you consider to be your single most significant or  
 greatest accomplishment during  your career? 
My greatest accomplishment has been helping to shape and mold the 
lives of hundreds of our youth, teaching them to love and appreciate 
music and the instruments that make music as music is so important 
and significant in all of our lives.

 Would you say that African-American music has greatly influenced  
 American culture and helped to shape our identity as a nation and, if so,  
 in what ways? 
Yes; I would say that African-American music has played a huge role in 
shaping American society. It has helped to inspire, encourage, motivate 
and unify races in times of turmoil. And I would say that jazz has had the 
most influence on our society as a whole.

 What is your most favorite style of music?  
I would have to say that jazz is my most favorite style of 
music. I really enjoy listening to it.

 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-  
 American entertainer of our time and why? 
In my opinion, Sammy Davis, Jr., was the greatest African-
American entertainer of our time because he was so 
multi-talented. There have been very few entertainers that 
have been able to successfully master so many facets of 
the entertainment industry as Sammy Davis, Jr. He was a 
singer, dancer, actor, comedian and he broke down many 
racial barriers and paved the way for other African-
American entertainers who came after him.
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PETER  
MCCURDY, SR.

 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American musician of our time? 
I like so many musicians. Singers like Ella Fitzgerald to Dianne Reeves are some of my favorites. 
Instrumentalists like Stanley Clarke to George Benson, but I believe that Stevie Wonder is the greatest 
African-American musician of our time.

 Do you think some of the lyrics in today's rap and hip hop music are too demeaning and are sending the 
wrong message to our youth? 
I think that the rap music that is most popular and yields the greatest profit today is demeaning to the 
young and the young at heart. Still, I think that the rapping about social issues, political truths or destiny 
in life is needed and will continue.  

 Why did you decide to pursue a career in music? 
Father time spoke and said if not now, when. The music was in my bones from birth. It took my several 
decades for me to answer the call. It was a good call for me.

 What are some of the things that you found to be the most gratifying or rewarding during your work as a  
 band director, musician, singer, etc.? 
I have found the greatest friendship with the members of my band. We keep pushing each other to become 
better. We are learning to communicate better musically with each session.

 What would you consider to be your single most significant or greatest accomplishment during your  
 career? 
Overcoming stage-fright was a great accomplishment. Thanks to the people who invited me on their stage, 
it allowed me to experience playing with accomplished musicians.

 Would you say that African-American music has greatly influenced American culture and helped to shape  
 our identity as a nation and, if so, in what ways? 
Yes. Every event, whether great or tragic, can be traced to some form of African-American music, from 
slavery to electing the first African-American President. The message in the African-American music 
provides not only escapism from the drudgery and horrors of life, it also has to have the feel good factor 
that bring hope and ecstasy. 
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 What is your most favorite style of music? 
I have no favorite style. As a child, my father exposed me to such a wide variety of music 
that I have learned to appreciate what different styles bring.

 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American 
 entertainer of our time and why? 
That is tough question. There are many great entertainers; however, no one person can fit my description 
of the greatest. It all borders around the need and desire of the moment. Music is like a fingerprint. Unique 
to the person and one of a kind. Okay, James Brown, because musically many great entertainers seem to 
duplicate his style. Have you ever been to a James Brown show? No one is sitting down. 
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SHANIQUE
SCOTT

 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American musician of  
 our time? 
Kirk Franklin.

 Do you think some of the lyrics in today's rap and hip hop music are too demeaning and are sending the wrong  
 message to our youth? 
Yes, in today's rap and hip-hop, all you hear about is sex, drugs, and money. It's sending a negative message to 
our youth because it lures them into deception. Often these rappers or artists are portraying lifestyles that are 
not their reality. Also, rap music is being used as a tool to make youth believe that these things are "acceptable" 
and that there are no "consequences" for these actions. 

 Why did you decide to pursue a career in music? 
Music was in my veins since birth. I can remember listening to the tunes of my mom or dad's favorite musician 
during that time. I have always been surrounded in a family of singers, musicians, and dancers. I was 
introduced to the B-flat and bass clarinet during middle school and while matriculating through high school.  
I was selected in the All-County Band, so I knew Music would be a part of my passion. 

 What are some of the things that you found to be the most gratifying or rewarding during your work as a band  
 director, music educator, etc.? 
As an artistic director, my most gratifying or rewarding work is to see my students make the right decisions and 
see their purposes being fulfilled right before my very eyes. 

 What would you consider to be your single most significant or greatest accomplishment during your career? 
Choosing to open and start a dance studio here in Belle Glade, becoming more intentional about my personal 
growth and when my students opened for Kirk Franklin at the Gospel Gala.

 Would you say that African-American music has greatly influenced American culture and helped to shape our  
 identity as a nation and, if so, in what ways? 
Yes, some are truly being pressured by African-American music because its influence has us on this "what's in" 
status and in order to be popular you have to look like you fit into this crowd. Identity can be lost in a fantasy world.  

 What is your most favorite style of music? 
Gospel, Contemporary Worship, and Christian rap. 

 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American entertainer  of our time and why? 
Tye Tribbett, although he's an Gospel artist/entertainer, he's interwoven with rap, gospel, and Christian Soul & 
Rock. Tye captures his audience with his impeccable energy and creative arrangements!! His music captivates the 
hearts of people and helps them get their focus off themselves and point them to God! That's what it does for me.
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<  Sharon Singleton's godmother, 
Dr. Catherine Palms Harris
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JACQUELINE
 BOYER
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 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American musician of our time?    
I consider Elbernita "Twinkie" Clark to be one of the greatest musicians of our time. She has 
been both influential and inspiring in my own personal life and career. She is a highly 
accomplished composer, singer and songwriter. She has been successful as the leader of the 
sister solo ensemble as well as working on her own as a soloist.

 Do you think some of the lyrics in today's rap and hip hop music are too demeaning and are sending the  
 wrong message to our youth?   
Yes, I know that some of the lyrics in today's rap music has been degrading to both women and those in position 
of authority.

 Why did you decide to pursue a career in music?  
I started playing musical instruments in elementary school and became an accomplished pianist by the time I 
reached high school. I played well enough by that time that I started teaching piano lessons at that time.

 What are some of the things that you found to be the most gratifying or rewarding during your work as a music  
 educator?  
Some of the most gratifying and rewarding experiences for me in my career have been helping to shape and 
mold lives, and being able to teach countless students to love and appreciate music. Teaching students have 
been the most gratifying experience for me. To know that I have played a part in instilling the love of music and 
helping students to realize their physical talents and abilities and to see some of those students go on to 
accomplish their goals and become successful pianist, musicians, instructors has been rewarding as well as 
phenomenal.

 What would you consider to be your single most significant or greatest accomplishment during your career? 
I consider my most significant accomplishment to be that of completing seminary school, obtaining my masters 
of divinity degree and becoming a licensed minister.

 Would you say that African-American music has greatly influenced American culture and helped to shape our  
 identity as a nation and, if so, in what ways?  
Yes, African-American music has greatly influenced American society. African-American music has 
been birthed out of life experiences. It began when our ancestors from Africa were brought to this 
country as slaves. Some of our music speaks to experiences such as racism, oppression, etc 

What is your most favorite style of music? 
Classical and Hymns. 

What is your favorite style of music?  
My most favorite style of music is gospel and neo soul. Gospel plays a significant 
role in my life as well as in the lives of countless others. It ministers as well as 
sends a powerful message, it can be uplifting, inspiring and transformational.
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OLLICE
DAVIS, JR.

 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American musician of  
 our time? 
I consider Stevie Wonder the greatest musician of all time. He’s outstanding as a musician and songwriter. He 
has done so much for other professional musicians through his music writing for them. He’s a musical genius!

 Do you think some of the lyrics in today's rap and hip hop music are too demeaning and are sending the wrong  
 message to our youth? 
A lot of today’s lyrics in rap and hip-hop music are demeaning, and sends a negative message to both youth 
and adults. 

 Why did you decide to pursue a career in music? 
My decision to pursue a music career stems from my involvement in band and other music activities 
throughout high school and college. I wanted others to experience the fun, learning, and all the gifts that music 
has to offer. 

 What are some of the things that you found to be the most gratifying or rewarding during your work as a band  
 director, music educator, etc.? 
As a band director, teaching my students to play an instrument and enjoy playing the instrument was a great 
accomplishment. The O D Express band gave students an extended family and a safe environment. Seeing them 
go on to college and participate in the marching and concert bands was quite rewarding. 

 What would you consider to be your single most significant or greatest accomplishment during your career? 
My most significant accomplishment during my career was being honored as a Distinguished Educator in Who’s 
Who Among America’s Teachers.

 Would you say that African-American music has greatly influenced American culture and helped to shape our  
 identity as a nation and, if so, in what ways? 
African-American music has a place in the history and culture of America. Our music speaks the heart and soul 
of a great people, while leaving an imprint in the minds of music lovers around the world.  

 What is your most favorite style of music? 
I enjoy listening to smooth jazz and R&B. 

 Who would you consider to be the greatest African-American entertainer  of our time and why? 
When I think of a great African-American entertainer, Ben Vereen comes to mind.
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Pahokee High School Band Director, 1974–2010

Mr. Davis graduated from 
Lake Shore High School and 
Florida A&M University.  He 
was a music education 
major and member of the 
Marching 100, symphonic 
band, jazz band and 
percussion ensemble.



For additional information and to reserve a space 
for your meeting, please call 561.996.4808.

Need a meeting space? 
If so, the West County Senior Center offers the ideal venue 
to host your upcoming class/alumni meetings, FREE OF CHARGE. 
We offer the following for all your meeting needs:

3 meeting rooms available for booking,  
with our largest meeting space accommodating up to 150

Convenient location 
Wi-Fi access for your technology needs

We look forward to hosting your group and providing you  
with an enjoyable and accommodating meeting experience. 

FOR ALL GLADES AREA FRATERNITIES,  
SORORITIES, AND HIGH SCHOOL  
ALUMNI CLASS MEETING PLANNERS
• Belle Glade High School 
• Lakeshore High School 
•  Everglades Vocational  

High School 

• East Lake High School 
• Glades Central High School 
• Pahokee High School 
• Glades Day

UNIVERSITY ALUMNI CHAPTERS ALSO WELCOME! 
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MISSION
Division of Senior Services' (DOSS) mission is to provide accessible 
and high-quality services to help seniors 60 and older attain 
optimal independence, and promote quality of life for seniors 
and their caregivers.

GOALS
DOSS goals are to administer to seniors a comprehensive range 
of programs that provide social and emotional well-being; to 
encourage independence; and to support seniors and their 
caregivers within the community with dignity and choice.

ABOUT DIVISION OF SENIOR SERVICES

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE 810 Datura St., Ste. 300, West Palm Beach, FL 33401 | Phone: (561) 355-4746 | Fax: (561) 355-3222

Palm Beach County 
Board of County Commissioners

Paulette Burdick, Mayor
Melissa McKinlay, Vice Mayor

Hal R. Valeche
Dave Kerner

Steven L. Abrams
Mary Lou Berger

Mack Bernard

County Administrator
Verdenia C. Baker
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 HAPPY 

  FATHER'S 

 DAY! 

Become a 
Volunteer!

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
DOSS provides a wide range of programs and services to assist seniors, their 
families and caregivers in Palm Beach County. DOSS is fortunate to have 
volunteers of all ages helping in the Division's mission of serving seniors. 
DOSS offers several ways for volunteers to get involved that suits their talents, 
interests, and availability. DOSS seeks volunteers from diverse backgrounds 
and varied work experiences to make a contribution to the lives of seniors.


