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For Karis Engle, dispelling the notion that 
residents of the Glades simply aren’t look-
ing hard enough for jobs is a struggle. Here, 
The Glades Initiative Inc. CEO says, even for 
those fortunate few who are employed, hav-
ing a job isn’t always enough. 

“There’s a stereotype that people are 
lazy because they’re getting help,” said Ms. 
Engle. “Over half of the people we help are 
working, but work in our area is seasonal and 
a lot of it is minimum wage. If you work min-
imum wage, year-round, full time, you earn 
$17,000 or less. How do you support your 
family on that?”

Unemployment in the Glades – the com-
munities of Belle Glade, South Bay and Pa-
hokee – is frighteningly high, and roughly 
one out of every four residents is without 
a job. Unemployment in this area of about 
30,000 residents is much higher than in even  

neighboring Hendry County, which consis-
tently ranks highest in unemployment among 
all counties in the state. The Glades doesn’t 
make the list for residing within Palm Beach 
County, which is easily among Florida’s rich-
est counties overall. 

Agriculture is the area’s biggest job pro-
ducer, but jobs in agriculture for immigrants 
like Floriene Jean and her husband Fritz are a 
far cry from the type of jobs that represent the 
potential for economic prosperity in America. 

Her story is just one of many that Ms. En-
gle might refer to in making the case for her 
agency’s work in helping struggling families 
in the Glades. 

Floriene settled in Belle Glade in the early 
2000s after seeking asylum from her native 
Haiti. She remembers Haiti well, but doesn’t 
regret her move, and still fi nds assurance in 
the idea that she can improve her situation by 

continuing her education.
Her husband is a fi eld worker, but the 

work is hard to do and harder to come by. 
“My husband works in the fi eld, and ev-

eryone knows the fi eld is not a steady job,” 
Floriene says through a translator. “He can 
get up every morning and go to work but then 
he’ll come right back home because the crops 
in the fi eld are wet from the rain, and his pay-
check will be minimum to none. 

I know I have to provide for my family 
because my family is relying on me.”

It’s why she gets up in the morning to 
work as a janitor at Glades Central, a job she 
got after earning her GED following years of 
work in the fi eld. 

She does this even as she dreams of con-
tinuing her education and landing a better 
job. 

In the meantime, she requires help navi-
gating through a foreign land. 

She speaks little English, she understands 
more than she speaks, but is looking forward 
to attending language courses in the fall to 
change that. 

Letters arrive from government agencies, 
the school system where she has one son, a 
nine-year-old who attends Pioneer Park El-
ementary, and Floriene doesn’t always have 
the ability to decipher them. 

Enter Marie Jean-Jacques, one of the staff-
ers at The Glades Initiative, a rambunctious 
and energetic ball of energy and enthusiasm. 

Marie speaks Haitian Creole and fl uent 
English. Floriene now considers Marie a 
close friend for the way in which Marie has 
offered the woman help throughout the years. 

Floriene says she can count on Marie to 
translate a document, or to guide her through 
an application process. 

During an interview with Floriene by this 
newspaper, one of the few statements she 
makes in English, with a full smile beaming, 
is, “Marie is good person. Good person.”

The Glades Initiative relies on the support 
of a number of funding sources every year 
from philanthropic organizations and others 
who agree with the agency’s work. 

A convener of services, The Glades Initia-
tive involves itself in many programs, help-
ing people apply for assistance, for example, 
and rolling up its sleeves to facilitate a num-
ber of food programs in the Glades. 

It is increasingly the food program that the 
agency is focusing on, as requirements for as-
sistance for its clients from federal and state 
programs become more and more stringent 

Thursday, May 12, 2016 Vol. 90 - No. 20 - 50¢

Deputies responded to the scene of an at-
tack of a pregnant woman by a man and dis-
covered that the woman, fi ve months preg-
nant, had also been drinking. Her attacker 
was arrested and is charged with aggravated 
battery on a pregnant woman.

Deputies were alerted to the situation on 
Saturday, May 7, by a child who approached 
them in the area of Southwest Avenue B. The 
child reported seeing an adult man striking a 
pregnant female before other men stepped in 
and attacked the man, sending him running 
away from the scene. 

The female said she had been out with the 
man, 42-year-old Joseph Jean-Baptiste, and 
had tried to get him to go home but Jean-
Baptiste was refusing to go. The woman 

reminded the man about an earlier episode 
when he refused to go home, and had been 
left “beat up and left all bloody.”

The statement triggered a violent re-
sponse from the man, according to the vic-
tim. He slapped the woman with his right 
hand and then punched her with a closed fi st 
on the right side of her face. 

Deputies observed cuts and a swollen 
area on the woman’s face from the attack. 
According to her several men who saw the 
attack stepped in to defend her and attacked 
the man. She said she did not know who the 
men were. 

The woman informed deputies that she is 

Men step in to defend pregnant 

woman from attack
Woman admits she had also been drinking A Belle Glade man was taken to jail after 

deputies say he reportedly bit one of them 
during an altercation. The man, 32-year-old 
Robert Williams Jr., is being charged with 
resisting arrest with violence for his alleged 
role in the attack. 

On Wednesday, May 4, deputies respond-
ed to the scene of a domestic disturbance on 
Southwest 7th Street in Belle Glade, where 
a woman complained that she had been 
choked by the suspect. The attack had been 
so vicious that the woman was found bleed-
ing from her neck from deep scratches on her 
skin. 

The woman went on to explain that she 
and the suspect had been involved in an al-
tercation inside of a car. The argument esca-
lated when the suspect grabbed her keys and 
walked away. The victim pursued the man, 
who turned around and reportedly attacked 

her. 
The man said he could not explain why 

the woman had called them, or why the win-
dows of his home had been broken. He said 
that the woman had driven him to the doctor 
and then dropped him off at home and he had 
not seen her since. 

The victim said it had been the suspect 
who broke out the windows and had threat-
ened to charge her with burglary if she called 
the police. 

Confronted with the information, the man 
then said that he and the woman had gotten 
into “a little bit of an argument.”

Deputies felt they had enough evidence 
to arrest the man, and as they attempted to 
place him in custody the man became defen-

Belle Glade man bites deputy
Disturbance on SW 7th St. leads to violent episode

Clients look to Glades Initiative
Agency facilitates help for Glades residents
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