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UPCOMING EVENTS

Click to Register On-line
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LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS’
OF PALM BEACH COUNTY

HOT TOPIC LUNCHEON

“A Whole New World”
JOSEPHINE BAKER:
Brave Advocate, Singer And Dancer

FEATURING

Terryl Lawrence EdD
Professor Lawrence currently teaches Art History and Mythology at
Palm Beach State, Broward Colleges, and FAU Lifelong Learning.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20, 2019
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Doors open and registration at 11:00 a.m. 11:30 a.m. lunch served
at Atlantis Country Club, Atlantis, FL.

$25 before March 13th ® $35 after March 13th

Register online at lwvpbc.org
or call Estelle Friedman at 561-968-4123

LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS
OF PALM BEACH COUNTY

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 2019

HOT TOPIC LUNCHEON
Ethics in Politics and Life

Guest Speaker Peter Cruise




NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Our Annual Meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 17, 2019 at the Atlantis Country Club. The business
meeting will start at 9:00 A.M. The agenda will include:

Committee reports

Adoption of our proposed budget

State of the League

Nominating Committee report

Officer elections

Board of Directors election

Recommendations to the board

Education fund report (activity, proposed budget, etc.)

The is no charge for members to attend the Annual Meeting. The business meeting is followed by a Hot Topic
luncheon at 11:30 a.m. The guest speaker is Peter Cruise, director of the new Ethics Academy at FAU. Be sure
to make your luncheon reservation by clicking the button.

For a complete listing of events,
click the button below to go to our Calendar!
Register for events at LWVPBC.org or by contacting Estelle Friedman at efriedman@bellsouth.net or (561) 968-4123.
You can view streamed events on LWVPBC Facebook Live.

Calendar of Events

PBC LEAGUE AWARDED $2000 GRANT,
WORKS TO REGISTER "RETURNING CITIZENS”
By Pam Maldonado

Robin Sambur is the Voter Services Committee’s representative on the Voter Rights Restoration Coalition,
chaired by Nancy Cohen & Linda Geller-Schwartz. Working with an outstanding group of Leaguers and
dedicated civil servants from The Re-Entry Center, we took part in an event targeting “returning citizens” at the
Riviera Beach Marina Village. Several County agencies were present, including the DMV mobile driver’s license
unit and the County Clerk’s office, who brought laptops and accessed felons’ records. The clerks helped confirm
completion of sentence terms.

Unfortunately, of the approximately 75 people who came to register, only 12 were able to register. The
situation concerning box #2--where everyone must affirm they are not a convicted felon, or if they are, their
rights have been restored—is not yet well defined. By providing false information, the registrant is committing
a 3+ degree felony carrying possible jail time and a fine. We should be aware, though, that Palm Beach County
State Attorney, Dave Aronberg has publicly stated, "The Florida legislature should not thwart the will of the
voters by attempting to block or limit the plain language of Amendment 4. My office will not prosecute
individuals who, under Amendment 4, believe in good faith that their voting rights have been restored and
register to vote.”.

Clearly, we were overly optimistic about registering thousands of returning citizens. It will be much more
difficult to determine whether sentences are completed. It is expected that the courts will be required to rule on
what sentence completion and terms of sentence mean. Meanwhile, we are reaching out to community
organizations with whom to partner when the terms become better defined. We hope that the Riviera Beach
event will be the model for many more in the future. It was a pleasure working with Director Orie Bullard and
his staff.

Teamwork--that’s what we're all about! When a $3,000 grant opportunity to register voters at naturalization
ceremonies came up with a very tight window for submission, Joyce Sullivan, Rebecca Cohen and Pam
Maldonadodeveloped a very strong bid that resulted in a quick thumbs-up from LWVUS. That is how we're
supposed to work!

To date, we have never participated in naturalization ceremonies, but after discussing our plans with the
Deputy Supervisor of Elections, we got the OK to get involved. We plan to use the money to put together
packets of information for new citizens, including the Legislative Directory, Citizenship Question Mini Crossword
#1 booklets, and more. We have found that while new citizens are anxious to vote, they are afraid to go to the
polls and be embarrassed because they don’t know what to do. They fear making fools of themselves.



mailto:efriedman@bellsouth.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Rlyb-_CE3NutxG-NxKnz3zBLv0w9wc_LLpbYLKG8w2fXC5mLdGlc-ZS-RsohOH3eb4i4d5PqOyTToyWPgqDxGvUQx7404dTV_0DKAuT8ldFdMgXUrsxNV3kBESXb04v9O9D19aNoqKFUu669vx779UAgNCjm38m0_Ikiv67_2Amm_mAsqVNspyIbl7BSbWTGatKX7ylbGVs1HSwrYAtjLQ==&c=Mpg6WNtd-_rVi1FqgP6x1dyCHtp8QtaTKYM5qETP36f2ruhpH1gfaQ==&ch=AVnJvcLLwOod-OgDN61sSM7A788SI_4KTGb0kZ7LSfGrnJHRNQtUiw==

We will be working closely with Civics Education to register the new citizens and provide them the information
they need to vote with confidence. Rebecca Cohen has agree to head the sub-committee.
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Debra Chandler, LWVPBC Vice President Public Defender, Carey Haughwout

Cool Topic Successful

Carey Haughwout, our Public Defender and LWVPBC member, spoke movingly about the desperate need for
criminal justice reform. She began with a moving story about “Alfred” (“His name was changed to protect the
not-so-innocent”). Alfred, an African-American, black male from Belle Glade began his life of crime because he
had no opportunity for employment or education. He sold drugs in order to survive and provide for his son. The
spiral continued downward and he is now in prison. His son is fourteen. Alfred is not alone. Unless we address
sentencing disparity, socioeconomic issues, employment, and the growing criminal justice complex, we are
doomed to continue spending millions on the incarceration of our citizens instead of education, healthcare, and
the environment. Twenty five percent of minority children under the age of fourteen have at least one parent
who is in or was in prison. Carey spoke sincerely and with passion.

Debra Chandler, in her introduction, touted Carey as a true public servant. Having known Carey for more
than thirty years, she described the accolades and awards our Public Defender has received, as well as the
incredible work she has done.

Some of the members attending the Cool Topics Event.

Proposed Bylaw Amendments Passed!

Prior to Carey speaking, members voted to adopt the proposed bylaw changes. The President will now be
required to sign checks greater than $1,000, appointed Board members will now serve two-year terms, dues
will be due on the first of the month you joined (current members will renew in October), proxies will be
permitted at the Annual Meeting, and electronic voting will be allowed once the board of directors sets a
procedure. The amended Bylaws can be seen on the League website at LWVPBC.org.

Florida Legislative Session Starts:
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Will we see Election Reform?

here were lots of problems with the 2018 election—
long, complicated, poorly understood ballots.
VVote-by-Mail questions about ‘cures’ and counting
recounts and differing counts.

Will we see election reforms advance in the Florida Legislature?

Amendment 4 was passed by 64.5% of Florida voters:
Are citizens enfranchised by passage of Amendment 4 registering to vote?

Can you help us reach out to Returning Citizens?
Let’s come up with reasons to register and vote.

Come to the Voting Rights Coalition meeting Thursday April 4, 2pm, at Compass, 201 North Dixie
Highway, Lake Worth

For More Information
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https://www.sadowskicoalition.org/news
http://www.flhousing.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Home-Matters-Report-2019-WEB.pdf
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ANNUAL FAIR HOUSING LUNCHEON

EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL
1601 BELVEDERE RD, WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33406
FREE!
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Find Your State Representative

Find Your State Senator

Contact Your League: info@lwvpbc.org |
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