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Special to The Sun/Courtesy photo
Left to right are Michelle Bentzien-Purrington, Vice President, Molina Health-
care, Inc.; Community Champion Karis Engle; Maritza Borrajero, President, 
Molina Healthcare of Florida; Steven Snider, Director, Community Engagement, 
Molina Healthcare of Florida.

Special to The Sun

BELLE GLADE – It’s hard to believe that it 
has been 28 years since the Dolly Hand Cultur-
al Arts Center and the Glades Campus of Palm 
Beach State College presented the very fi rst Liv-
ing Christmas Tree. Back then, the set was very 
basic...a rugged tree structure that held only a 
few choir members and some risers set on the 
stage. Over the years, that tree evolved into the 
beautiful engineer-designed structure that held 
the entire choir, and then eventually into the 
charming village set that is used today. Along 
with the set, the program has evolved as well. 
This year, the performance will feature two 
shows within one! 

The children’s choir, under the direction of 
Becky Watson, will present the fun musical, 
“Lights, Cameras, Christmas!” It will be fol-
lowed by “I’ll Be Home for Christmas” which 

will be presented by the adult choir, under the 
direction of Carol Schmidt. Bring your family to 
share in the joys of the season in this traditional 
Glades holiday classic! The performances will 
be on Saturday, Dec. 3 at 7:30 p.m. and on Sun-
day, Dec. 4 at 3 p.m. Tickets are only $5!

Prior to the show, enjoy over 20 beautifully 
decorated trees and wreaths in the Dolly Hand’s 
11th Annual Festival of Trees! Seventeen local 
businesses, schools and organizations have 
contributed to the success of this event by pro-
viding the decorations and the manpower to put 
those decorations on the trees and wreaths! 

They are the Bank of Belle Glade, the Belle 
Glade Chamber of Commerce, Belle Glade 
Elementary School, Belle Glade Lions Club, 
Belle Glade Woman’s Club, The Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Erickson Farms, 

Festival of Trees returns

Special to The Sun

BELLE GLADE – Sugar Cane Growers 
Cooperative of Florida mourned the loss of 
its founder George H. Wedgworth, 88, who 
passed on Nov. 16. The Board of Directors, 
staff and employees offer their collective heart-
felt condolences to the entire Wedgworth fam-
ily. 

“George left his mark on every facet of our 
business, Florida agriculture as a whole and 
the entire Glades community,” said Coopera-
tive President and CEO Tony Contreras. “He 
was a great friend, mentor, a true leader and a 
man of the highest integrity.”

“His visionary business acumen helped lead 
the sugar industry’s success in Florida and na-

tionwide despite the threats on many fronts,” 

said Cooperative Chairman of the Board John 

L. Hundley. “George was especially forward 

thinking when it came to environmental is-

sues leading the sugar industry’s environmen-

tal committee going back to the late 1960s in 

Wedgworth remembered as business leader, friend, mentor

Special to The Sun

ORLANDO – On Nov. 14 Molina Healthcare 
of Florida celebrated the good deeds of six com-
munity heroes at its seventh annual Community 
Champions Awards. The awards dinner was held 
at the Orlando Science Center and included en-
tertainment by students from Midway Elementary 
School.

One of this year’s winners included Belle 
Glade resident Karis Engle. Her passion for help-
ing people, especially the poor, drove Engle to be-
come one of the founding board members of The 
Glades Initiative, a non-profi t that serves more 
than 12,000 Glades residents providing help with 
language, literacy, and internet access barriers, 
along with Medicaid/Medicare and food stamps. 
In 2011 she initiated the Glades Area Food Bank 
which distributes $85,000 in food to nine pantries 
and two soup kitchens that provide food services 
to over 80,000 residents each year. 

Ms. Engle also launched “Cooking Matters in 

Belle Glade resident honored as hero 

See HERO — Page 7

Special to The Sun
The Festival of Trees will be held at the 
Dolly Hand Cultural Arts Center in De-
cember.See TREES — Page 12

See WEDGWORTH — Page 12
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the protection of clean air, water, and the 
protection of our fertile soil.”

Mr. Wedgworth touched the lives of many 
people through his active involvement in the 
community, his leadership and formation 
of many agricultural trade organizations. 
He was best known as the person bringing 
people together, building consensus and 
looking out for the greater good. He was the 
recipient of many awards and accolades for 
his contributions to agriculture, the sugar in-
dustry and the community including induc-
tion in The Florida Agricultural Hall of Fame 
in 1994 and named Sugar Man of the Year 
in 2005. 

Mr. Wedgworth formed the Cooperative 
in 1960 as a way to bring stability to Glades 

area vegetable growers’ businesses. The fi rst 
crop was grown in 1962 on 22,000 acres of 
land. He was at the helm of the organization 
for 50 years and grew the business to con-
tinue to increase the fi nancial returns and 
stability to all 45 member-growers of the Co-
operative. Today, the Cooperative processes 
sugarcane grown on 75,000 acres produc-
ing 4.2 million tons of cane yielding 482,000 
tons of raw sugar and 25 million gallons of 
blackstrap molasses. 

Through his forward thinking, Mr. Wedg-
worth partnered with Florida Crystals Cor-
poration becoming vertically integrated in 
1998. By having sugar refi ning assets he as-
sured that the Cooperative’s production had 
a secure place to be refi ned. This endeavor 
was a success and today the refi ning com-
pany, ASR Group International, expands 
across the globe and is the world’s largest 
sugar refi ning company.  

WEDGWORTH
Continued From Page 1

the Glades,” to teach people shopping on 
a budget about nutrition and healthy food 
preparation.

“We proudly recognize the hard work of 
these extraordinary individuals,” said Marit-
za Borrajero, president of Molina Healthcare 
of Florida, “It was a pleasure honoring this 
year’s Molina Community Champions for 

their dedication to serving those in need in 
the community.”

The Community Champions program 
celebrates the vision of Dr. C. David Molina, 
the founder of Molina Healthcare, as well as 
community partners who work together to 
care for society’s most vulnerable individu-
als. Each Community Champion was nomi-
nated by a community-based organization 
and also received a $1,000 grant to give to a 
deserving nonprofi t organization of his/her 
choice. Engle will give her $1,000 grant to 
The Glades Initiative.

HERO
Continued From Page 1

Glade View Elementary School, Glades Day 
School, Gove Elementary School, Holiday 
Creations & Crafts, Laureate Gamma Zeta 
Sorority, Glades Central High School’s Span-

ish Honor Society, Rosenwald Elementary 
School, US Sugar Corporation, and Xi Iota 
Alpha Sorority. 

The Bank of Belle Glade’s tree, decorated 
with $200 worth of Florida Lottery scratch-
off tickets, will be raffl ed off at the Sunday 
performance. The remaining trees and 
wreaths will be sold through a silent auction 
that closes after the Sunday performance.

TREES
Continued From Page 1


