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We overhaul all 

major brands

www.bergmanjewelers.net

OVERHAUL

Clean, Adjust, 

Lubricate, 

Water Test, 

Replace 

Gaskets, 

Refinish

Case & Band, 

One Year 

Warranty

$295

561-627-0900
5340 Donald Ross Rd. Ste 110  

Palm Beach Gardens Fl, 33418  

(In Alton Center right next to Pet Smart)
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BELLE GLADE – Lakeside Medical Center, Palm
Beach County’s only public hospital, is shutting down
its baby-delivery unit citing a drop in births in recent
years. The closure leaves expectant mothers in the far
western communities of the county almost 30 miles
away from the nearest full-service maternity wards.

The hospital will keep its maternity department
open with physicians offering prenatal and midwife
coverage and will have an obstetrician-gynecologist
on call for emergency deliveries, according to hospital 

Citing dearth of births,
delivery unit will close
Lakeside will limit its maternity
services to prenatal, midwife care

Valentina Palm Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK

Lakeside Medical Center in Belle Glade is closing its
baby-delivery unit. ALLEN EYESTONE/PALM BEACH POST FILE

See DELIVERY, Page 9A

REFLECTING ON JUNETEENTH

Art instructor Constance McKnight guides painting as people gather at Intracoastal Park in

Boynton Beach on Monday to participate in the NFBPA South Florida Juneteenth Paint and

Reflection. The event was presented by the National Forum for Black Public Administrators and

the National Black MBA Association and featured food and painting — including a 16-by-20-inch

canvas with an outline of the picture, an easel, paintbrushes, paint and two hours of instruction.

JIM RASSOL/PALM BEACH POST

Florida gas prices fell last week from an all-time
state high, pulling back from the $5 per gallon that jolt-
ed consumers in markets like Palm Beach County, ac-
cording to AAA.

But the auto club and other market watchers hes-
itate to predict whether, and for how long Florida com-
muters and small businesses might see further relief
at the pumps.

“If this downward trend holds, gas price drops
could accelerate, moving the state average back
around $4.50 per gallon,” Mark Jenkins, spokesman
for AAA-The Auto Club Group, said in a press release
Monday.

He cautioned, however, that prices are volatile and
apt to change quickly. While $5 per gallon — the na-
tional average just over a week ago before dipping
slightly to $4.98 on Sunday — was looking less likely in

Florida for the moment, “the driving season is young,”
he said.

Indeed, the end of the school year has ramped up
pressure on consumers juggling two competing feel-
ings: the sting of record-high prices, and the urge to
travel more than in the past two pandemic-cramped
summers.

Prices per gallon fell 7 cents on Sunday from an av-
erage of $4.89 across Florida, AAA said.

In Palm Beach County, the average price fell to $4.97
a gallon, still the most expensive in the state. The pre-
vious week, the county reached $5.01 on average for a
gallon of regular unleaded gasoline, according to the
weekly briefing from AAA.

The drop was even more dramatic in Brevard Coun-
ty, which saw an average per-gallon price of $4.77 on
Sunday, down 12 cents from the week before. It

Gas prices in PBC drop below $5 a gallon
James Coleman Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK

See GAS, Page 10A

In what some claim is a ground-breaking lawsuit
and others dismiss as frivolous, a Boca Raton rabbi
and lawyer has gone to court to argue that Florida’s
15-week restriction on abortions is an unconstitu-
tional assault on the Jewish faith.

In the lawsuit filed this month to block the state
law from taking effect July 1, Barry Silver claims the
restriction not only violates the basic tenets of the
Jewish faith but ignores the beliefs of progressive
Christians, members of other religious groups and
even atheists.

“Chutzpah,” Silver said of efforts of what he
called fundamentalist Christians to dictate when
women can or can’t have abortions.

In the lawsuit he filed last week in Leon County 

Boynton
synagogue
fights state
abortion law 
Suit argues 15-week restriction
is violation of religious freedom

Jane Musgrave Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK

See ABORTION, Page 8A

The Northwood Shores Neighborhood Associa-
tion in West Palm Beach is calling for more regula-
tion of vacation rentals it says are stripping the area
of its character.

“We are now at a crisis point,” said Carl Flick,
president of the Northwood Shores Neighborhood
Association. “People can’t sleep at night. There’s
loud noise. There’s drunkenness.”

On June 3, Flick wrote to West Palm Beach Mayor
Keith James urging him and other city officials to
act.

Northwood Shores
wants West Palm
to boost regulation
of vacation rentals
Wayne Washington Palm Beach Post 

USA TODAY NETWORK

See RENTALS, Page 9A
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officials.
The decision is expected to shift

births to other hospitals such as Palms
West Hospital and Wellington Regional
Medical Center in western Palm Beach
County.

“If in maternity care, the volume and
the patients are not coming to us, what
is it that we can do?” said Dr, Jennifer
Dorcé-Medard, Lakeside’s associate
chief medical officer. “Offering prenatal
care is an area that we can definitely
help serve the patients, so we can work
alongside other higher level of care fa-
cilities to deliver healthy babies.”

The delivery unit will remain open
until an official closing date is an-
nounced.

Lakeside Medical Center, on Hooker
Highway between Belle Glade and Pa-
hokee, opened its doors in 2009 and de-
livered its first baby that year. The hos-
pital serves the rural communities near
Lake Okeechobee, where about 40,000
people live and most of the population is
middle- to low-income.

Dorcé-Medard says deliveries at
Lakeside have declined over the past
seven years. In 2018, the unit delivered
350 babies. Last year, it delivered 111 ba-
bies and 120 babies are projected to be
born there in 2022. 

“In January 2022, we had eight deliv-
eries, so that’s pretty low,” Dorcé-Me-
dard said. 

As the number of births decrease, the
unit looses proficiency, Dorcé-Medard
says.

“For someone who’s not in the med-
ical field, they may feel a lower number
may mean that you have more attention
to that baby,” she said. “But you want to
make sure you’re sharp and you’re keep-
ing up with your skills.”

She attributes the decline to mothers
already choosing to have their babies in
hospitals to the east, including Palms
West Hospital and Wellington Regional
Medical Center, which offer higher lev-
els of care. 

Steve B. Wilson, Belle Glade’s mayor,
doubts the closure will affect the com-
munity.

“Most of those deliveries are on the
east coast, anyway,” said Wilson, who
defines the coast as east of Twenty-Mile
Bend. “We want people to be both in The
Glades, but we respect the will of the
public.”

Lakeside’s labor unit has six delivery
and 10 postpartum rooms and employs a
staff of 12. Dorcé-Medard said all em-
ployees will be transferred to other units
of the hospital and offered training they
need to do those jobs. 

“It will be their choice if there’s an
area in the hospital they’re interested
in,” Dorcé-Medard said. “Our goal is to
keep our staff.”

Moving forward, the hospital’s ma-
ternity ward will focus on prenatal ser-
vices offering 24/7 midwife coverage. It
will hire an obstetrician-gynecologist to
the unit and have another on call for
emergency deliveries. 

“The focus of this district is ... filling
in the gap and answering the needs of
the community,” said Dorcé-Medard,
adding the ward have seen a spike in pa-
tients lacking prenatal care.

“If we can offer them prenatal care
services... it will complement the ser-
vices at other facilities and ensures safe
delivery wherever they choose to give
birth,” she said. 

Lakeside will drive most expectant
mothers to their hospital of choice for
their delivery, using one of two ambu-
lances the county’s Health Care District
purchased for emergency and non-
emergency transfers.

Like any other ambulance transfer,
the cost will be billed to the patient’s in-
surance. If a mother-to-be is uninsured,
the district will work with them to see if
they qualify for financial assistance,
Dorcé-Medard said.

Palms West Hospital in Royal Palm
Beach is expected to become the deliv-
ery center of choice for many of those
mothers, and James Kimbrell, its chief
executive, said this week that the hospi-
tal is ready to absorb the influx.

“This is not going to overwhelm our
system,” said Kimbrell. “It just adds
more value to our investment in our ma-
ternity ward.” 

For the last three years, the hospital’s
maternity ward has seen an increase in
moms giving birth, Kimbrell said. Last
year it delivered 2,150 babies, an aver-
age of nearly six per day. He said it has
added four post-partum beds, for a total
of 16, and hired a maternal medicine fe-
tal doctor who will work closely with
doctors in Lakeside. 

For Wilson, his biggest concern is
that mothers from the western commu-
nities receive the best medical attention
during labor, wherever they go in the
county.

“We are going to ensure those young
ladies still have the support and care to
have the deliveries,” Wilson said. “It’s
unfortunate that won’t be at Lakeside.”

Delivery
Continued from Page 1A

“We need to once again regulate the
total number of vacation rentals locat-
ed in any given community and regu-
late the allowed distance between each
vacation rental,” Flick wrote. “In this
manner, we can accommodate this
choice, find a middle ground, while not
surrendering our communities to be-
come sterile residential hotel en-
claves.”

Flick and other association mem-
bers have been meeting with City Com-
mission members to give them a view
of what they said is a rising problem in
their neighborhood.

“On our street alone, we now have
four vacation rentals,” Flick wrote. “A
fifth one is coming! The character and
intimacy of our special community is
being erased.”

James and City Commission mem-
bers have said they are sympathetic to
the concerns of residents frustrated by
problems associated with loud parties
at vacation rentals and with parking
problems associated with them.

But regulating the industry isn’t a
simple matter of will for local officials.

Then-Gov. Rick Scott signed legisla-
tion in 2011 sharply lim-
iting local government’s
ability to regulate vaca-
tion rentals.

Legislation he signed
into law three years later
loosened that prohibi-
tion, but state law, as
well as federal court rul-

ings, still limit how much local govern-
ment can regulate the industry.

Homeowners who want to rent out
an unused room and others who want
to use a second home as an income
generator say that’s a good thing.

Government, they argue, should not
be able to dictate to private homeown-
ers what they can and cannot do with
their property.

Christina Johnson, who rents out
rooms in a house she owns near North-
wood Shores, said there are already
plenty of regulations imposed by gov-
ernments and such entities as Airbnb
and VRBO.

“I feel like it’s overly restrictive as it
is,” said Johnson, who has been a vaca-
tion rental owner since 2011.

She added that many homeowners

get into the vacation rental business to
earn extra money so they can pay prop-
erty taxes.

Johnson said she checks on her va-
cation rentals regularly and keeps
them clean. She also limits how many
people she rents to at any given time.

Airbnb lists her as a “superhost,” a
designation meant to indicate a vaca-
tion rental owner with experience who
can be counted upon to deliver what
renters request.

In Northwood Shores, Johnson said,
“there are a couple of bad apples. Those
are the people that cause problems for
everyone else.”

Out-of-town homeowners who rent
out their properties are frequently part
of the problem, Johnson said. 

“They don’t care,” she said. “They
don’t live in the neighborhood. They’re
not going over and making sure things
are fine.”

Johnson added that she would like
to see more training for new vacation
rental owners, with an emphasis on ac-
tive property management and respect
for community rules on parking and
noise.

Something, Flick said, needs to be
done.

He noted that more than five dozen
people attended a neighborhood meet-
ing on May 17 when the vacation rental
issue was discussed.

“It’s time to get busy lobbying our

state legislators,” Flick wrote to James.
“They must actively work to return
state control back to local jurisdic-
tions.”

There may be some creative solu-
tions available, including establishing
a minimum amount of time a vacation
renter must stay at a property.

That, Flick said, could limit the
number of weekend partiers who blow
into town, get drunk at loud parties and
gobble up local parking.

“We think the city should be doing
more,” Flick said. “We’re looking for the
balance. We’re not looking to clean the
slate. What we’re looking for is a way to
limit new vacation rentals coming in.”

James said his administration is
looking at how it can help. But he noted
that the state has tied the city’s hands.

“The state has preempted the right
of the city of West Palm Beach to reg-
ulate short-term and vacation rentals,”
he wrote in an email. 

“The City is taking all possible steps,
as permitted by the state, to enforce
and protect our neighborhoods. My
preference is that residents occupy
these properties, especially given cur-
rent homeownership and rental costs,
as well as inflation. The City continues
to work with its lobbyists to regain the
right to regulate short-term and vaca-
tion rentals.”

Reach reporter Wayne Washington
at wwashington@pbpost.com.

Rentals
Continued from Page 1A

Northwood Shores, a neighborhood in West Palm Beach, features tree-lined
avenues like 31st Street, seen here in 2010. Residents say many homes have
become vacation rentals and are changing the neighborhood for the worse.
TAYLOR JONES/PALM BEACH POST FILE
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The 70-year-old suspected gunman
in a shooting that killed three people at
an Alabama church sat by himself
drinking liquor, rejecting offers to join
the others gathered at the potluck din-
ner, before gunfire shattered the peace
of the evening, a survivor recalled.

“It felt like he was disengaged,” Su-
san Sallin, 73, said. She was seated at
the same table at the “Boomers Pot-
luck” with the three people who died in
the Thursday night shooting at St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church in Vestavia
Hills, Alabama. 

The suspected gunman had previ-
ously attended church services and a
few church gatherings for people of the
baby boomer generation and older, but
didn’t seem to interact much with oth-
ers, she said. That night, he sat at a ta-
ble by himself. While wine was avail-
able at the potluck, he was drinking
from what appeared to be a small bottle
of scotch, and shunned invitations to
join the others. 

“I personally invited him to come
and sit at our table twice because I
wanted him to feel a sense of inclusion,
but he did not come,” Sallin said. She
said a woman, whose husband would
be killed moments later in the shoot-
ing, “realized he had not fixed himself a
plate and went up and offered to make
him a plate.” He declined that as well.

Robert Findlay Smith, 70, is charged
with capital murder in the shooting.
Walter Bartlett Rainey, 84; Sarah Yeag-
er, 75; and another woman were killed
in the shooting. Police did not release
the name of the third victim, but
friends referred to her as Jane. 

Sallin said she doesn’t remember
hearing any arguing or heated conver-
sation before the gunfire erupted.

“I heard this loud metallic sound,
and I thought a metal chair had fallen
over on the floor. And then there was
another sound, and another sound,
and I realized it was a gun,” she re-
called. “People were diving for the floor.
I was diving for the floor. When I got
down to the floor, I realized that two of
my girlfriends who were sitting at the

table with me had been hit.”
Sallin said she crawled across the

floor to reach her friends. “I was trying
to calm them and pat them and tell
them, ‘You are not alone. You are not
alone.’ That’s the message that I want-
ed them to get.”

Nearby, Linda Foster Rainey cradled
her husband. According to a family
statement, “he died in her arms while
she murmured words of comfort and
love into his ears.” 

Sallin said one of the men in the
group, who is also in his 70s, was able
to subdue the gunman. “I did see him
get the gun out of the man’s hand and
hit him on the head with the gun,” she
said. 

The Rev. Doug Carpenter, St. Ste-
phen’s pastor for three decades before
he retired in 2005, said he understood
the man hit the gunman with a folding
chair before wrestling him to the
ground and taking the gun. 

The church had been closed off as a
crime scene, but the congregation re-
turned Sunday for services with a mes-
sage of choosing love over hate.

Survivor: Church gunman ‘disengaged,’ sat alone
Kim Chandler 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BOGOTA, Colombia – Colombia will
be governed by a leftist president for
the first time after former rebel Gusta-
vo Petro narrowly defeated a real estate
tycoon in a runoff election that under-
scored people’s disgust with the coun-
try’s traditional politicians.

Petro’s third attempt to win the pre-
sidency earned him 50.48% of the
votes Sunday, while political outsider
Rodolfo Hernández got 47.26%, ac-
cording to results released by election
authorities. 

The election came as Colombians
struggle with rising inequality, infla-
tion and violence – factors that led vot-
ers in the election’s first round last
month to punish long-governing cen-
trist and right-leaning politicians and
pick two outsiders for the runoff. 

Petro’s win in Latin America’s third
most populous nation was more than a

defeat of Hernández. It puts an end to
Colombia’s long stigmatization of the
left for its perceived association with
the country’s half century of armed
conflict. The president-elect was once
a rebel with the now-defunct M-19
movement and was granted amnesty
after being jailed for his involvement.

Petro issued a call for unity during
his victory speech Sunday night and
extended an olive branch to some of his
harshest critics, saying all members of
the opposition will be welcomed at the
presidential palace “to discuss the
problems of Colombia.”

“From this government that is be-
ginning there will never be political
persecution or legal persecution, there
will only be respect and dialogue,” he
said, adding that he will listen to those
who have raised arms as well as to “that
silent majority of peasants, Indigenous
people, women, youth.”

The vote is also resulting in Colom-
bia having a Black woman as vice

president for the first time. Petro’s run-
ning mate, Francia Márquez, 40, is a
lawyer and environmental leader
whose opposition to illegal mining re-
sulted in threats and a grenade attack
in 2019. 

Left’s victory in Colombia historic
Regina Garcia Cano and Astrid Suarez 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gustavo Petro, left, his wife, Veronica
Alcocer, back center, and his running
mate, Francia Marquez, celebrate
before supporters in Bogota,
Colombia, on Sunday after winning
the presidential runoff election.
FERNANDO VERGARA/AP


