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Find Out What All the Buzz i1s About!

Take a closer look at Legal Aid's significant accomplishments for clients in Palm
Beach County, meet our donors, board members, staff, and volunteers; plus learn
more about how you can get involved in the Legal Aid Society.

Visit Our Website

Buzz from Our Executive Director

Our Coverage to Care Legal Initiative Helps Clients Eliminate
Barriers to Proper Health Care

In this month's issue of the Monthly Buzz you will learn about one of Legal
Aid's newest projects, our Coverage to Care Legal
Initiative. This program was established in 2016 to assist a
significant number of low-income individuals who were
contacting our office having been denied access to health
insurance under the Affordable Care Act or coverage to
certain health benefits under their own health insurance
plans. With generous funding from the Quantum
Foundation we were able to hire an attorney and paralegal
experienced in health benefits and health insurance law to
assist these individuals in securing essential health care
coverage.

As | was writing this letter, Vicki Tucci Krusel, the attorney
who supervises the initiative, informed me that she had just received a referral from
U.S. Congresswoman Lois Frankel of a young woman who was due to give birth in
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10 days and had just learned that the Marketplace and United Healthcare had
cancelled her health insurance without reason or explanation. To read her story,
click here.

Stay tuned for information on Pro Bono opportunities with the Coverage to Care
Initiative.

Warmest Regards,

v

Project Spotlight

If you would like to invite Vicki to speak and train your group about the
Affordable Care Act, please call 561.655.8944 ext. 281.

Client Spotlight

Florida Changes Hepatitis C Drug Policy for Medicaid Thanks
to the Courage and Perseverance of Client
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Thanks to the courage and persistence of Legal Aid

client Vickie Goldstein, Florida health officials have

changed the hepatitis C drug policy for

Medicaid. According to Florida Department of Health,

an estimated 300,000 Floridians are infected with

Hepatitis C, with approximately 2,000 new cases

occurring each year. Despite the growing number of

Hepatitis C cases and the fact that a once incurable

disease now has a cure rate above 90%, patients were

being denied the medication because they were W/ et
deemed not "sick enough." If left untreated the viral Vickie Gol
infection can lead to liver failure, cancer or death. To

learn more of Vickie's story, click here.

R.
stein

Staff Spotlight

Coverage to Care Legal Initiative Team

Vicki Tucci Krusel and Ebonie Taylor make up the two-person Coverage to Care
Legal Initiative Team.

Vicki is the Supervising Attorney. She has been

practicing law for ten years, concentrating mainly

in the areas of administrative, constitutional,

disability, employment, ethics, family, healthcare

and juvenile laws. Her main practice area for the

past several years has been healthcare,

specifically focusing on the Affordable Care Act,

health policy, systemic issues across the

healthcare spectrum and elimination of barriers to Vicki and Ebonie
care.

We've been lucky to have her at Legal Aid for over a 20 year period. In 1996, she
started as a paralegal in the Ryan White Project, leaving to attend law school at
Nova Southeastern University and later returning as an attorney to run the Disaster
Project. She has also worked in Medical Legal and Foreclosure before taking the
lead in Coverage to Care.

To learn more about Vicki and Ebonie, please click here.

Board Member Spotlight
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Board Member and BBQ Pit Master
Robert Shalhoub, Esq.

Bob Shalhoub has been a long standing

member of the Legal Aid Society Board of

Directors. He served as President from

2003-2004. Bob and his wonderful wife

Bernadette, introduced us to the concept of

the Gift Gathering Galas and they hosted the

very first one in their home. Due to their

efforts, the Gift Gathering Galas are now an

essential part of creating an amazing silent auction at the Pro Bono
Recognition Evening. Bob has also been the Chairman of our Cup of Justice
Golf Classic tournament for the past 16 years.

Bob and Bernadette received our first ever ...And Justice For All Award in
1999.

He is a Board Certified Marital and Family Law Specialist, founding member
of the Susan Greenberg Family Law Inns of Court as a Master, President of
the Palm Beach County League of Cities, and serves on the Board of
Directors of the Florida League of Cities.

To learn more about Bob's accomplishments and his award winning BBQ,
click here.

Upcoming Events So Far....
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How You Can Help to Spread the Word

Legal Aid Society needs your help to
spread the word about the amazing ways

that we impact and change the lives of our
clients. Your support is critical to us and =
you can help us by showing your support [r
through 5 simple ways. Like us on : \
Facebook, Follow us on * b}
Twitter, Tag yourself in one of our event

photos or invitations on Facebook, Sign

up for our emails and Legal Aid's Monthly

Buzz and best of all, by Re-sharing and re-

tweeting our events and posts with your friends and colleagues. We could not do
this without you! Help us spread the word throughout our local community by being
a Legal Aid Society Ambassador.

Legal Aid Society of Palm Beach County| 423 Fern St. Suite 200 West Palm Beach, FL 33401
(561)-655-8944 | www.legalaidpbc.org
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