Housing Crisis

Building affordable housing should not be such a struggle. In 1992, the Florida Legislature
passed the Sadowski Act, creating a dedicated revenue source to fund our state's affordable
housing programs. However, the Legislature continues to raid the Sadowski Trust Fund, using
the dollars for other purposes. | am greatly disappointed and frustrated that the Legislature
swept $125 million in Sadowski funds this year. In the past decade, approximately $2 billion
has been taken from the fund for non-housing items. Meanwhile, Florida's housing and

homelessness problems continue to worsen.

Much of the housing dollars this year were appropriated to help rebuild the Panhandle. This was important, much-
needed funding. However, the over $100 million that was swept out of the fund could have helped other areas in
Florida where people are struggling to find affordable places to live. As home prices continue to rise without an
increase in affordable housing options, more people will find themselves homeless. A shocking statistic: the Palm
Beach County School District reports that at the end of the 2018-2019 school year, there were over 4,300 homeless
students throughout the County! We cannot allow this to continue.

It is not enough to just have housing. We must also ensure that our housing stock is suitable for habitation, free of
mold, roaches, and rats. A safe, clean home is essential for child development. Sadly, there are too many children
and families in America, many in my own district, who are living in squalid housing conditions because their landlords
do not take care of the properties.

Immediate action is needed. Palm Beach County is working hard to increase the affordable and workforce housing
stock and reduce homelessness. We have allocated $25 million from the infrastructure surtax to develop housing and
are implementing those plans now. Additionally, the County Commission recently approved the second homeless
resource center, which will be built adjacent to the Mid-County Senior Center in unincorporated Lake Worth. This 74-
bed facility will continue our success with the Lewis Center to help homeless individuals find housing and
employment.

| will continue doing all | can locally to ensure our community's families have access to safe, affordable housing. And
I will continue to push the Legislature to stop the sweeps and live up to the promise of the Sadowski Act!

Lake Okeechobee County Meeting

On May 7, the Palm Beach County Commission joined commissioners from Martin, Okeechobee, Glades, and Hendry
Counties for a discussion on Lake Okeechobee water issues. Over 300 residents attended the meeting. This historic
multi-county discussion allowed the commissioners to find areas of mutual agreement in order to forge a path forward
for improving the quality of the Lake. The five counties agreed to send a letter to the Army Corps of Engineers and
the South Florida Water Management District outlining their mutual interests and to the Congressional Everglades
Caucus inviting the Caucus to hold a meeting in the region to discuss water issues related to Lake Okeechobee. (The
significance of these five counties? They each contain a piece of Lake Okeechobee in their boundaries.)
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Syringe Exchange Program

| am excited that Palm Beach County is moving forward to establish a syringe exchange program! This makes Palm
Beach County only the 2nd county in Florida to have such a program, after Miami-Dade. Thank you to Senator Oscar
Braynon and Representatives Shevrin Jones and Rene Plasencia for successfully fighting to expand this program
statewide, and to Justin Kunzelman for his tireless advocacy!
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Firefighter Cancer Presumption Bill

I am proud to stand with the heroes from our own Firefighters & Paramedics of Palm Beach County, former CFO Jeff
Atwater, and current CFO Jimmy Patronis to celebrate the passage of State Representative Matt Willhite, State
Representative Chris Latvala, and Senator Anitere Flores' legislation on cancer presumption. | am grateful for their
leadership and the leadership of my colleagues on the Palm Beach County Commission for showing by example that
it could be done!

Exciting News!

Last month | was elected as the President-Elect of the Florida Association of Counties (FAC). It is an honor to have
the trust of county officials throughout the state, and | look forward to continuing my efforts to help protect home rule
authority in this new role. It's an honor to serve on the Executive Committee with President Nick Maddox, 1st Vice
President Ralph Thomas, 2nd Vice President Lee Constantine, and Immediate Past President Karson Turner.



Additionally, my colleagues at FAC reappointed me to serve on the National Association of Counties Board of
Directors. Only two Commissioners in Florida get this honor to serve. | am proud to be one, alongside Miami-Dade
County Commissioner Sally Heyman.
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Re Florida Appointees for 2019-2020 NACo Board of Directors
MeLssa McKiveay Mr. Chase

The Florida Association of Counties’ Board of Directors voted, at its
Ravrn C. Tuostas, Ju. regularly scheduled meeting of June 12, 2019, to re-appoint the
following to serve on the 2019-2020 NACo Board of Directors:

Lax ConstanTing Commissioner Sally Heyman, Miami-Dade County
Commissioner Melissa McKinlay, Palm Beach County

Kanson Turnen Should you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact me at 850-294-9295 or gdelegal@ficounties.com
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Virginia “Ginger” Delégal
Executive Director

cc: FAC Executive Committee (via email only)
Commissioner Sally Heyman, Miami-Dade (via email only)
Commissioner Melissa McKinlay (via email only)

Legislative Session Overview

On June 21, Florida's $91 billion budget was signed into law, but not before Governor DeSantis issued $131 million in
vetoes. Unfortunately, two local projects that were approved by the Legislature were denied by the Governor: $3.25
million to build a Belle Glade Community Center and $46,000 for the Town of Loxahatchee Groves' equestrian trails
project. I'm also disappointed that the Legislature did not appropriate new funds to the Everglades Restoration



Agricultural Community Training Program this year after providing $1.5 million last year. One of the promises made
by the Legislature during the negotiations over SB 10 was that there would be a dedicated effort to fund job training
and economic development efforts in the Glades, so | will be fighting hard alongside our Palm Beach County legislators
to ensure that promise is kept in the 2020 session.

In positive news, there were several important appropriations for District 6, including:

o Small County Outreach Program: $9 million (statewide)

o West Tech Adult Vocational Training: $250,000

o« RESTORE Re-Entry Program: $250,000

« Royal Palm Beach Canal System Rehabilitation: $500,000

| am also very thankful that Governor DeSantis signed the following bills into law:

o Firefighter Cancer Presumption Bill (SB 426)
e Syringe Exchange Bill (SB 366)

o Texting While Driving Bill (HB 107)

e Human Trafficking Bill (HB 851)

e Sober Homes Task Force Bill (SB 369)

Each legislative session is a hard-fought effort, and | want to thank our Legislative Delegation, our PBC legislative
team, and our many local partners for their tireless work on behalf of Palm Beach County!

Legislative Wrap-Up Roundtable

On June 24, Commissioner McKinlay held a joint legislative wrap-up roundtable with State Representative Tina Polsky
at West Tech in Belle Glade. It was a wonderful opportunity to share the outcome of the legislative session, particularly
how it affected our Glades residents.

Royal Palm Beach's 60th Anniversary

On June 30, | was honored to attend the Village of Royal Palm Beach's 60th Anniversary celebration. | presented
Mayor Fred Pinto with a proclamation commemorating this special milestone. The Village has done an incredible job
of building a sense of local pride through its family-friendly festivals and has served as a model for other municipalities
for how to attract new residents that are looking for the perfect place to raise their families.



Glades Food Giveaway

On Saturday, May 18, | partnered with Senator Kevin Rader and State Representative Tina Polsky to host a food
giveaway at Hands Park in Belle Glade. Thank you to all the volunteers, including Palm Beach County Fire Rescue,
PBC Fire Rescue Cadets, PBC Sheriff's Explorers, and Farm Share for giving back to the Glades Community!

www.farmishare.org « TO DONATE, TEXT "eat”to “41-444
Homestead - Pompano Beach- Quincy - Jacksonville
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Honda Classic Cares Foundation Grants

On June 3, the Honda Classic Cares Foundation announced five Glades area charity grant awards and their decision
to “hyper” focus on the Glades region in the coming years! Congratulations to ACES, Glades Initiative, Young Singers
of the Palm Beaches, Literacy Coalition of Beach County, and Hope Symphony Camp on receiving the grants!
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Back to School Fairs

2019 Western County Back to School Bash Health and Wellness Day
Saturday, July 20. 10:00 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Loading Ramp, 524 SW Ave <, Belle Glade, FL 33430.
Contact: Jessica Valby at Jessica@friendsoffosterchildren.com
2019 Palm Beach County Back School Bash
Saturday, July 27. 10:00 a.m. - 2 p.m.
West Technical Education Center, 2625 NW 16th St., Belle Glade, FL 33430
Contact: Vernell Williams-Desrosier, 561-829-4632
Village of Wellington Back to School Bash 2019
Saturday, July 27. 9 a.m. 12 p.m.
Wellington  Community  Center  Lawn, 12150 Forest Hill  Blvd., Wellington, FL  33414.
South Bay Back to School Bash 2019
Saturday, August 3. 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Tanner Park, 105 Palm Beach Road, South Bay, FL 33493.
Contact: 561-996-6751

Boost Mobile Back to School Bash 2019
Saturday, August 3, 20109. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Boost Mobile of Belle Glade, 551 SW 16th St, Belle Glade, FL 33430
Contact: Amin Mohamad at 561-449-1039
Pahokee Back to School Bash 2019
Saturday, August 10. 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Pahokee High School Gymnasium, 900 Larrimore Rd, Pahokee, FL 33476

Contact: 561-924-5534

Upcoming Dates

« BCC Workshop. Tuesday, July 23, 9:30 am. 301 N. Olive Ave., West Palm Beach, 33401.
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« BCC Zoning Meeting. Thursday, July 25, 9:30 am. 301 N. Olive Ave., West Palm Beach, 33401.
e BCC Meeting. Tuesday, Aug. 20, 9:30 am. 301 N. Olive Ave., West Palm Beach, 33401.

« BCC Zoning Meeting. Thursday, Aug. 22, 9:30 am. 301 N. Olive Ave., West Palm Beach, 33401.
e BCC Workshop. Tuesday, Aug. 27, 9:30 am. 301 N. Olive Ave., West Palm Beach, 33401.
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