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Mayor McKinlay Appointed to National Leadership Position on Agriculture and Rural Affairs Policy 
 
WASHINGTON – National Association of Counties (NACo) President Greg Cox appointed Mayor 
Melissa McKinlay, Palm Beach County, Fla., to a one-year term as chair of NACo’s Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs Steering Committee.  
 
Cox, a San Diego County, Calif. supervisor, made his leadership appointments shortly after being sworn 
in as NACo’s president on July 16, the final day of NACo’s 83rd Annual Conference and Exposition in 
Nashville/Davidson County, Tenn. 
 
“I am excited to lead NACo’s Agriculture and Rural Affairs Policy Steering Committee. The importance 
of America’s agricultural economy as well as the challenges rural counties face impact millions of 
residents and visitors,” McKinlay said. “Counties are working to bolster rural development, strengthen 
safety and security, enhance our infrastructure networks and promote rural county interests on the national 
level. As a County Commissioner from one of the nation’s largest agricultural communities, I understand 
the unique issues our farming communities face. I also believe I may be the first woman and the first from 
Florida to chair this prestigious committee, a huge honor.”  
 
Active in NACo since 2015, McKinlay previously served as vice chair of the NACo Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs Steering Committee. She has also been active in NACo’s Rural Action Caucus. Since 2015, she 
has served as President of the Women of NACo Leadership Network, as coordinator for the Next 
Generation NACo Network, and several times as a NACo conference panelist on the opioid epidemic. In 
her leadership role, McKinlay helped to host the NACo 2018 Farm Bill Summit in Palm Beach County, 
Fla. in April 2018.  
 
The NACo Agriculture and Rural Affairs Steering Committee is responsible for elevating the county voice 
in all matters pertaining to U.S. Department of Agriculture programs related to agriculture, rural 
development, rural renewal energy development, research and extension, food safety and conservation.  
 

# # # 
 

The National Association of Counties (NACo) unites America’s 3,069 county governments.  Founded in 1935, 
NACo brings county officials together to advocate with a collective voice on national policy, exchange ideas 
and build new leadership skills, pursue transformational county solutions, enrich the public’s understanding of 
county government and exercise exemplary leadership in public service.  More information at: www.naco.org. 
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