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February 2022

Every month United Way of Palm Beach County (UWPBC)'s Hunger Relief
Initiative provides you with the latest news about Hunger Relief in Palm Beach
County. Information is current as of February 18, 2022. Check out what's new
and learn about ongoing work below.

NEW FOR FEBRUARY

e Realign Career Fair: Orthodox Zion Primitive Baptist Church is hosting a
career fair on Saturday, February 26th for those looking to build their
careers, start a business, or get their GED. There will be representatives
present from the marine, government, banking, and other industries. For
more information about the fair check out this flyer, and make sure
to register here by February 23rd.

o Florida Voices for Health: Florida Voices for Health is hosting a
Candidate Conversations Series of three townhall meetings with
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gubernatorial candidates on Health Access and Disabilities, starting with
Nikki Fried tonight at 6:00 p.m. For more information and to register for the
townhall meetings, please click here.

National Anti-Hunger Policy Conference: This year's annual
conference, sponsored by Feeding America, the Food Research & Action
Center (FRAC), and the National CACFP Forum, will be held virtually
March 15-17, 2022. To learn more about the conference, including viewing
agendas and workshops, please check out the conference website. To
register for the conference, click here. There are scholarships available
to attend the conference. Please review the registration website for more
information.

Food Solutions New England (FSNE) 21-Day Racial Equity
Challenge: FSNE is offering their 21-day racial equity challenge for free
to anyone who is interested in participating. The challenge is designed to
raise your awareness, provide opportunities for learning, and change your
understanding about racism in the food system through daily prompts,
videos, and discussions over 21 days. To sign up for the 2022 challenge
and view past challenge materials please click here. If you are interested
in participating in a countywide reflection group, please email Joanna
Peluso or contact her by phone at 732-948-1883.

Florida Policy Institute (FPI) "In Our Words" Submissions: FPI is
looking for story submissions for their "In_Our Words" blog. Guest
bloggers can be individuals or organizations with stories related to
FPI's Roadmap to Shared Prosperity. If you have an idea for
submission, please email Amber Nixon and Sonia Lindell.

Delray Beach GreenMarket Accepting SNAP: The Delray Beach
GreenMarket is now accepting SNAP! The GreenMarket will have $1 or $5
tokens that work like cash at certain GreenMarket vendors. For more
information on vendors accepting SNAP, and other GreenMarket details,
please click here.

Summer Camp Scholarships: Summer is coming up quick and it's time
to start thinking about camp! Children's Services Council of Palm Beach
County and Palm Beach County Youth Services provide funding for
thousands of summer camp scholarships that cover all fees at 100+
summer camps across Palm Beach County. To learn more about eligibility
and how to apply click here.
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COVID-19

o Palm Beach County COVID-19 Updates: Palm Beach County is offering
regular updates, news, and resources through its COVID-19 webpage.

e« COVID-19 PSAs: UWPBC, in partnership with Palm Beach County,
Florida Department of Health, and 2-1-1, developed a Public Service
Announcement (PSA) tool to educate the community about COVID-19 and
connect them with resources. The PSA is available in English, Spanish,
and Creole and can be used widely by organizations such as businesses,
food distribution sites, and social service agencies. The audio file can be
downloaded by clicking HERE. Please
contact jankowc@pbclibrary.org to resolve access issues or to share
how you are putting this resource to use.

GENERAL HUNGER RELIEF

o Feeding America's Map the Meal Gap: Food insecurity projections for
Palm Beach County show that Palm Beach County food insecurity
numbers are back to pre-pandemic levels and slightly lower. Feeding
America is awaiting the release of final Census data to update the Map the
Meal Gap data to final numbers for 2020.

Palm Beach County Food Insecurity Projections™
2019 2020 2021
# of Food Insecure Residents 184,000 199,800 161,340
# of Food Insecure Children 53,000 59,740 52 580

*On 3/24/21, Feeding America released this file with new projections for 2021 and revised projections for
2020. This file replaces revised projections for 2020 that were released in October 2020. On 4/12/21
Feeding America updated this file to include the recommended citation. Gundersen, C., M. Hake, A. Dewey,
E. Engelhard (2021). The Impact of the Coronavirus on Food Insecurity in 2020 & 2021, Update March 2021
[Data file and FAQ]. Available from Feeding America: researchi@feedingomerica.org.

o Food Finder Map: The Food Finder Map is an interactive tool developed
by UWPBC Hunger Relief to help people seeking food resources easily
connect to sites near them. Information is English, Spanish, and Creole.
UWPBC updates the information listed on this map weekly, however,



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VNbF5doOfjbNpuWXOOchp5oAprTfwAvIHdJBAuqq1aOeGc6bE4hKDyxuaIwNiCkq2xT563uFriqCV_OnkBl_RRzGPBhr1AesjKz-gkspAAuAh-79bFEPiUl9YD32QgLtsc7mDPSZ-8PXwnupiYtOyfbQCsffJuhKZtJQjk1aWGbRnSdl7aDB2sKZAqYRekt9&c=XiJOe6fNGgsVM4E6Cy3l4o2hxVuyVa35FOQwrH85ymx2Jz8DZWG3gQ==&ch=JZOB3EOOMt9E01fWGlvXmbESqJ-8V3BEn7D2wgL0R-2quLek0W9VnQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VNbF5doOfjbNpuWXOOchp5oAprTfwAvIHdJBAuqq1aOeGc6bE4hKDyxuaIwNiCkqk8UwOTWCm9MhoMaGnGVe41Q6nLZHfHV4kezywFH9Y2YUPT-ScZ5EAFygZnaa0zqM2ixASjiZjDvwHvHQkXNMdx8CasOjZKiEBEt5vfyzr0fJ-NLXuYaoxbdiFJOrjoLOR2cU3WvSuqU6Rm9lOfIDaw==&c=XiJOe6fNGgsVM4E6Cy3l4o2hxVuyVa35FOQwrH85ymx2Jz8DZWG3gQ==&ch=JZOB3EOOMt9E01fWGlvXmbESqJ-8V3BEn7D2wgL0R-2quLek0W9VnQ==
mailto:jankowc@pbclibrary.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VNbF5doOfjbNpuWXOOchp5oAprTfwAvIHdJBAuqq1aOeGc6bE4hKDyxuaIwNiCkqkEKjqxmt4rWQ9l4yEIqg-XNjpYbLm0zAr6zv-Wm_q1ZZy8uTcCScw6GyO0drc8ZcRdNw1Ss2Wy-jRI9ahwki1cfehjjDLMkLhlKwjRejjRS3wauAVWOQWLKrVfb1a-Rr3hJWRI1rCZaxH6MVxL3ZQ3cFYO_mXIrB6HobxKk0xG_CwsIl-MVGdUn1h8lXxXiTLwESPl--D5a5IA6ZwxGqL17Nv3Shn6gdb1oCPpcPSZ4=&c=XiJOe6fNGgsVM4E6Cy3l4o2hxVuyVa35FOQwrH85ymx2Jz8DZWG3gQ==&ch=JZOB3EOOMt9E01fWGlvXmbESqJ-8V3BEn7D2wgL0R-2quLek0W9VnQ==

locations and hours of distribution may change. Please consider calling the
site prior to visiting to verify information listed and to ask about specific
requirements such as ID. To add or update information on the map
please email us. As of February 14th, there were over 143,000 views of

the map.

e Hunger Relief Department: Hunger Relief staff continue partnering with
community partners within and outside our network to address short term,
midterm, and long-term hunger needs of the Palm Beach County
communities. Hunger Relief staff are in the process of developing a five-
year plan with prioritized projects for our transformation MacKenzie Scott
gift and integrating the projects into our Hunger Relief Plan goals and
framework.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES

e The School District of Palm Beach County (SDPBC): Breakfast and
lunch meals are FREE to ALL SDPBC students every school day in 2021-
2022! SDPBC served over 3.2 million meals in January 2022.

o Basics4Babies: Healthy = Mothers, Healthy  Babies (HMHB)'s
Basics4Babies emergency pantry has gone mobile! The pantry provides
diapers, formula, and baby food for babies from birth through 12 months.
For a list of mobile locations, office locations, and eligibility, please visit
HMHB's website or check out their flyer.

e WIC Outreach: The 0-4 Subcommittee is working with partners to promote
WIC!'A new video, “What _is WIC?” is available on UWPBC's
YouTube and WIC palm cards in English, Spanish, and Creole are
available to distribute to families. If you are interested in receiving palm
cards, please email us.

« Weekend Backpack Programs: More than 59 locations received
weekend backpacks during the 2020-2021 school year, serving 6,359
children for an average of 25 weeks. These numbers also include children
and their families served through the Family Weekend Backpack Program
(FWBP). UWPBC has received grants from the Jim Moran Foundation and
the Batchelor Foundation in support of FWBP which serves both the
children receiving the backpacks and their families.
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e Year-Round Meal Program: UWPBC Hunger Relief received a grant from
The Frederick A. DelLuca Foundation in support of year-round meals.
FLIPANY has onboarded three sites in the Afterschool Meals program —
the City of Greenacres Community Center, The Duo Center, and Urban
Youth Impact. In January 2022 over 3,600 meals were served at the three
sites.

SENIORS

e Senior Meals: The Area Agency on Aging (AAA) and its partners served
over 38,000 home-delivered or congregate meals in January 2022.
Seniors who need food should contact the Elder Helpline at 866-684-
5885 or they can call 211 who will direct them.

e Meals on Wheels of the Palm Beaches, Inc. (MOWPB): MOWPB serves
hot meals three days/week and fresh frozen meals on the remaining days.
MOWPB has been serving 2,500 meals a week to 300 people. MOWPB
serves individuals aged 65 and over who are home-bound due to age,
infirmity, or debilitating illness and are unable to food shop and prepare
nutritious meals. Their clients are either living alone, or with their
spouse/partner who may also be home bound or who may be the fulltime
caregiver. To set up service please call (561) 802-6979, extension 6.

« Palm Beach Sheriff’s Office (PBSO): PBSO has a program to assist our
Palm Beach County elderly residents who are unable to leave their homes
to go to the grocery store or the pharmacy. PBSO volunteers are ready to
deliver orders directly to their doors. This program is available ONLY in
areas where PBSO has jurisdiction. For more information, please
visit PBSO's website.

SNAP OUTREACH & ADVOCACY

o Apply for SNAP Benefits: DCF’s Statewide Customer Call Center (850-
300-4323) is available for customer questions and application assistance,
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m. to noon; and
Sunday, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. The fastest way to get information and apply for
benefits is online. Customers can report changes, upload documents, and
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check the status of their application and benefits through their MyACCESS
Self-Service Portal. For a complete list of eligibility requirements for
SNAP visit DCF's website.

Apply for SNAP Benefits through Palm Beach County Food Bank
(PBCFB): PBCFB works with a network of community partners to help
individuals, families, and seniors apply for SNAP benefits. PBCFB’s
Benefits Specialists speak English, Spanish, Creole, and Q’anjob’al (a
Mayan dialect spoken by many of Palm Beach County’s Guatemalan
immigrant residents). The calendar of times and locations for
appointments, and lists with the documents needed for appointments can
be found on the Food Bank’s website.

Maximum Monthly Allotment & Changes to SNAP Household Monthly
Benefits: Starting October 1, 2021, SNAP benefits were automatically
increased by as a result of a change to the 'Thrifty Food Plan'. Visit DCF's
website for more specific information on this increase. For a look at SNAP
changes over the past year and a half, check out our graphic below.

SNAP Customers and Issuance, July 2020-January 2022
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SNAP Online Purchasing: SNAP recipients may purchase groceries
online with the use of an EBT card. They are automatically eligible to
participate in this program and do not need to apply. As of May 2021,
participating retailers include Walmart, Amazon, ALDI, BJ's Wholesale
Club and Publix. For more information on the online purchasing pilot,
please refer to the Online Purchasing Pilot FAQOSs.

Pandemic EBT (P-EBT) Advocacy: Thanks to collective advocacy
efforts, the State of Florida requested more than $1 billion in Summer P-
EBT benefits for 2.6 million kids. P-EBT benefits are expected to be
disbursed beginning November 24, 2021, with staggered disbursement
through early 2022. For more information visit DCF's website about P-
EBT or call their dedicated P-EBT line at 1-833-311-0321.

Pantry Project: UWPBC Hunger Relief staff continues to hold follow-up
meetings, organized by Palm Beach County’s designated Emergency
Operations Areas (EOASs), to regularly convene the pantries and develop
communication and coordination strategies among pantries and identify
ways to improve efficiency, effectiveness, and increase capacity. If you're
a pantry interested in attending these meetings, please email us.

Improving Resource & Referral Needs: UWPBC Hunger Relief, Palm
Beach County, and 211 are currently meeting and working on coordination
necessary for a shared data source to store food distribution site data and
other social service resources for most accurate and up-to-date
information.

Healthy Corner Stores Initiative: The Hunger Relief Department
continues to work with Sam’s Food Store in Canal Point. Sam’s offers fresh
produce and fresh, ready-to-eat options like salads and healthy wraps to
its customers. As funding for this initiative winds down, Hunger Relief staff
will continue to work with Sam's and monitor the initiative's progress.

Farmers Helping Families: Hunger Relief is working with United Farmers
Alliance (UFA) Farmers Helping Families, a group of Palm Beach County
farmers, working on solutions to get product from the farms to the at-risk
communities in Palm Beach County. UFA is working with FDACS and
helping farmers register on myflorida.com so their products can be sold to
FDACS and other entities. UFA is also partnering with Feed the Hungry,
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Boca Helping Hands, Feeding Palm Beach County (Feeding South
Florida) and Palm Beach Harvest, and others to help get food into our
community. UFA/Farmers Helping Families is approved to accept
SNAP/EBT and Fresh Access Bucks.

« Farm Donations: There is much information on what the farmers in the
Glades have been contributing to the County, School District of Palm
Beach County, and food banks (Feeding South Florida, Palm Beach
County Food Bank, etc.) for distribution. Their information is available on
their social media and EAA Farmers information. Florida Crystals
continues to donate rice and sugar to local organizations. The recent
freeze has effected locally-grown fresh food donations.

« The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP): Beginning
October 1, 2021, Farm Share became the administrator of
the TEFAP contract, under Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services (FDACS) and USDA. Palm Beach County is now
categorized as its own region, Region 17. Supply chain issues resulted in
a slower start to available TEFAP food in Palm Beach County than
expected, but the amount of available TEFAP food is increasing. Farm
Share is working hard to balance TEFAP volume, variety, and fresh
produce with available TEFAP funding.

We couldn't do this work without you!
The Hunger Relief Team is so appreciative of everything you do for our

community. Please feel free to reach out to us anytime by calling us at 561-
375-6600 or emailing us.

See.fFeel Be.
The HEART

4 PBCN\

United Way of Palm Beach County,
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Stay Connected!
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