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Leave it to Gov. Ron DeSantis to turn parental
rights on its ear. The DeSantis administration inten-
tionally missed the federal deadline to pre-order CO-
VID vaccines for children five years and under, a
healthcare policy that plays more to rabid anti-vaxx-
ers and right-wing fanatics than to parents hoping to
protect their children.

“We’re not going to have any programs where
we’re trying to jab six-month-old babies,” he said this
week, rationalizing an approach that can politely be
called “dubious.”

Once again, Florida promoted its odd-duck char-
acter when it became the only state in the nation not
to pre-order or distribute the Pfizer and Moderna
mRNA vaccines. The decision has hindered what
should be easy access to a drug approved by the fed-
eral Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Phy-
sicians and hospitals that typically relied on the
state’s supply network for COVID vaccines have or-
dered them on their own, as have drug store chains.
Supplies should become available, even as the state
continues to drag its feet.

The Governor’s decision may not help parents but
is consistent with the politics of turning coronavirus
into a culture war issue. Gov. DeSantis and Dr. Joseph
Ladapo, his choice for Florida’s Surgeon General,
have spent months fighting mask and vaccine man-
dates during the height of the pandemic, punishing
local communities like Palm Beach County for taking
measures that ran afoul of state mandates. They
even refused to recommend COVID vaccines for
healthy children, even though they remain suscep-
tible to the virus. So, why should this latest decision
be seen as a stretch?

It shouldn’t take a trip to Merriam-Webster to un-
derstand the important roles parents play in raising
their offspring. No mom or dad worth their salt would
ever pass on an opportunity to keep their young chil-
dren safe from sickness or disease. Governments
usually stand in the forefront of ensuring that paren-
tal right. Not so with this one.

In this case, parental rights have become synony-
mous with government infringement, by conserva-
tives who once wanted big government whittled
down.

“Gov. DeSantis” and “government infringement”
now find themselves in the same sentence. How
times have changed.
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Vaccine stand
infringes on
parental rights

Summer break is already underway in the Sunshine
State, and for many of us that conjures up memories of
pool parties, barbecues, and fun with friends. But for
hundreds of thousands of Floridan kids, summer can
be the hungriest time of year. 

That’s because when the academic year ends, the
free and low-cost meals kids eat at school can become
more difficult to access. During the school year, kids
can count on breakfast, lunch, and afterschool meals.
When they’re not coming to school every day, kids
miss out on this essential source of nutrition, and
many parents and caregivers struggle to stretch their
budget to replace the meals their kids usually eat at
school. 

This summer, those challenges are magnified by in-
flation. Parents already struggling to make ends meet
are grappling with the higher cost of food and fuel. 

At the same time, families have lost the critical life-
lines that helped keep them afloat through the eco-
nomic strain of the past two years, including the Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
emergency allotments and the expanded Child Tax
Credit payments. 

The unfortunate reality is that we could be looking
at the hungriest summer yet for the one in five kids in
Florida who live with food insecurity. And we know

summer hunger can have a long-term impact on a
child’s health, ability to learn, and general well-being. 

This means the summer meal programs run by local
schools and community groups will be more important
than ever. 

These programs can help fill the gap by providing
healthy meals at no cost to kids and teens at familiar
places like parks, pools, libraries, schools, and recrea-
tion centers. 

Because Congress and the White House failed to ex-
tend the federal child nutrition waivers that allowed
summer meal sites the flexibility to adapt to ongoing
challenges like staffing shortages and severe supply
chain disruptions, summer meal programs will look a
little different this year than they did the last two sum-
mers. For example, children must go in person to pick
up a meal each day and must eat that meal on site. 

Each year, summer meals reach only a fraction of
the kids who need them, in large part due to a lack of
awareness about the availability of summer meals or
where to find them. 

That’s why No Kid Hungry launched its summer
meals texting service, which makes it quick and easy
for families to find their nearest summer meal site.
Parents, grandparents, and caregivers can simply text
‘FOOD’ or ‘COMIDA’ to 304-304 to find free summer
meals in their community. 

It’s important that parents know that the meal sites
presented are open to all children. In fact, the more
kids that participate in summer meal programs, the
more funding those programs receive to reach the kids
most at risk of summer hunger. No paperwork, regis-
tration, proof of residency, or citizenship is required -
kids can just show up and pick up a meal. 

During the pandemic, we saw something extraordi-
nary: schools, non-profits, business leaders, and
elected officials at all levels of government working to-
gether to ensure families had enough to eat.

Though the challenges facing our communities look
different than they did in March of 2020, their impact
is the same. Floridians are finding it increasingly diffi-
cult to buy enough groceries to feed their kids. 

We must continue to work together to ensure all
Florida kids can enjoy the happy, hunger-free summer
they deserve, and that they can return to school in the
fall fueled and ready to learn.

Sky Beard is director of No Kid Hungry Florida,
based in Melbourne.

Hunger looms over Florida children this summer

Your Turn
Sky Beard
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Volunteers bag food at Second Harvest Food Bank to
give out to students in the Big Bend in 2020. Free
and low-cost meals for kids can be more difficult to
access in summer. ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Where’s our strong economy?

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell, as-
serts that the U.S. economy is strong, very strong.
How can this be when housing starts are down, new
home sales are down, mortgage rates are up, retail
sales are down, labor participation rate is low, sup-
ply chain disruptions are rampant, inflation is rag-
ing, first quarter GDP growth was dismal and cur-
rent quarter GDP growth projected by the Fed is ze-
ro? This is what happens when a respected econo-
mist turns into a politician.

Carter Clarke, Palm Beach

Gun violence puts nation at crossroads

As we sit here again debating mass shootings and
gun control, I’m sick to my stomach hearing Jim Jor-
dan say don’t mess with the Second Amendment.
Read it. It says the federal government can arm citi-
zens but it was for slave patrols to return property to
owners. In over 250 years, it has become the rallying
cry of those who would attempt to change our de-
mocracy into a place controlled by fearful, narrow-
minded haters.

The proof is worldwide, that in places with gun
restrictions, fewer people die. Period. When will the
lives of our fellow citizens be valued more than a
gun? When will our children be worth more than a
gun? When will every person, of every color, sex, re-
ligion be safe to live their lives without fear of too

many police going over the line? Our nation is at a
crossroads. Which road will you choose?

Pam Wood, Loxahatchee 

Tie gun ownership to National Guard service

Gun control (or the lack of it) has been much in the
news. There is no question that the horrific incidents,
not only of mass shootings but individual shootings,
have raised peoples’ anxiety and outright dread of go-
ing to public places. 

Gun owners supporting the NRA and quoting the
Second Amendment rights generally omit that por-
tion of the amendment which refers to the “well reg-
ulated militia.”

Since we no longer need a civilian militia, because
we have the National Guard as well as a standing
army, perhaps purchasing a gun would mean that one
is automatically enrolled in the National Guard. By
automatically enrolling gun owners into the National
Guard, and thus requiring them to attend monthly
drills and two weeks or more of training each year, our
land forces would be strengthened.

Such gun owners would be required to remain “ac-
tive” until age 70. Such a requirement might also de-
ter some people from purchasing a gun. Of course,
background checks and a national registry would be
part of the enrollment process. Closer scrutiny of gun
merchants might also cut down on the proliferation of
gun sales. 

Ellen V. Reed, North Palm Beach
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