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volved speak with investigators. But
already it is shaping up as a watershed
that could bring lasting changes to an
industry also grappling with COVID-19
delays and the fi�nancial impact of our
new streaming habits.

“This a breakthrough moment, and
it’s created the opportunity to make
real changes to make sets safer,” says
Daniel Leonard, associate dean at
Chapman University’s Lawrence and
Kristina Dodge College of Film and
Media Arts. 

Opportunities for change comes in-
frequently, he says, “so the change
needs to happen soon, to prevent this
from ever happening again.”

The shooting spotlights how crucial
it is that on-set gunsmiths have expe-
rience. Hannah Gutierrez-Reed, the
24-year-old armorer, or weapons ex-
pert, on “Rust,” is the daughter of a
well-known movie set armorer, but
there were signs her work on “Rust”
was being questioned given reports
that a fi�rearm on the set had acciden-
tally discharged before the incident,
according to Associated Press reports.

Also up for debate is whether real
weapons are still needed given today’s
special eff�ects. Producers of one show,
the ABC police drama “The Rookie,”
announced over the weekend that they
would ban real guns from the set.

But equally relevant is the pressing
question of crew working conditions,
which were the focus of a recently
averted strike against the producers
union. Pay, work breaks, holidays and
other quality of life issues formed the
bulk of the demands by crucial person-
nel who oversee everything from
makeup to lighting.

“Working with guns is just one as-
pect of safety on sets,” Chapman pro-
fessor Leonard says. “There’s sort of a
get-it-done mentality on fi�lm sets that
is steeped in long hours. People make
bad decisions when they are tired.”

On Saturday, California state Sen.
Dave Cortese, a Democrat, called for a
ban on live ammunition and guns that
are capable of fi�ring live ammunition
from fi�lm and theater sets.

“There is an urgent need to address
alarming work abuses and safety vio-
lations occurring on the set of theatri-
cal productions, including unneces-
sary high-risk conditions such as the
use of live fi�rearms,” said Cortese,
chair of the California Senate’s Labor
Committee. “Our entertainment in-
dustry must do a better job of ensuring
safe working conditions for our hard-
working crews.” 

A looming subplot of the “Rust”
tragedy is a reported walkout of about
half a dozen camera crew members
hours before the shooting, according
to a Santa Fe County Sheriff�’s Offi�ce
affi�davit released Sunday. Director
Souza told investigators the walkout
caused a delay in the schedule but said
everyone on the set was getting along,
according to an affi�davit that outlines
the majority of what is public so far.

That characterization contrasts
with Facebooks posts by Lane Luper, a
“Rust” camera operator and union
member, who before the incident
wrote that “producers on that movie
are treating the local crew like (exple-
tive)” and noted that 14-hour days
were common.

Complicating matters are reports
that assistant director Dave Halls, who
had declared the gun safe before Bald-
win took it, had faced complaints
about on-set safety in earlier produc-
tions, according to the AP. Halls told
investigators he was not aware the gun

was loaded with a real bullet. 
Halls had been fi�red from a fi�lm pro-

duction after a gun incident injured a
crew member, the movie’s production
company told CNN. He was an assistant
director on “Freedom’s Path” in 2019
when a gun “unexpectedly discharged”
on the set, causing a sound crew mem-
ber to recoil from the blast and halting
production, the production company
Rocket Soul Studios said Monday.

The sound crew member was evalu-
ated by an on-set medic and advised to
seek medical treatment. The crew
member returned a few days later, Rock-
et Soul said. After the incident, Halls
was removed from the set and fi�red from
the production, the company said.

The “Rust” set is considered paused
now, according to a producers’ note to
crew Sunday. The local district attorney
plans to hold a news conference on the
shooting Wednesday morning.

Whether shooting will ever resume is
anyone’s guess. On Friday, Baldwin re-
leased a statement on Twitter saying
there were “no words to convey my
shock and sadness regarding the tragic
accident.” He was photographed with
Hutchins’ husband and son at a New
Mexico hotel after the accident but
since then has remained out of sight.

On Monday, Baldwin’s wife, Hilaria,
posted on Instagram: “My heart is with
Halyna. Her husband. Her son. Their
family and loved ones. And my Alec.”

“Rust” is the story of a 13-year-old
boy who must care for himself and his
younger brother after their parents are
killed in 1880s Kansas. After the teen is
accused of accidentally killing a ranch-
er, he reconnects with his estranged
grandfather, played by Baldwin, and
goes on the run.

In mid-October, the New Mexico Film
Offi�ce noted the production would em-
ploy about 330 locals, including 75 crew
members, 22 actors and 230 people as
background talent.

Not long into fi�lming, “Rust” faced
complaints by some crew members
about long days, few breaks and lodging
that was more than an hour away from
the set. The eventual walkout of one
camera crew probably only added to a
sense of confusion on the set that could
have contributed to lax oversight in the
moments leading up to the shooting.

Director Souza, who was struck by
the bullet after it fi�rst hit his cinematog-

rapher, has provided the most complete
explanation of what happened leading
up to the 1:50 p.m. shooting inside a
wooden church on the movie ranch.

Souza told detectives work resumed
later than usual that day because pro-
ducers had to bring in a new crew to re-
place the camera operators who had
quit. Reports have indicated the new
crew was not part of the production
workers union. Days earlier, Baldwin
had posted an impassioned video on
Facebook railing against the mistreat-
ment of Hollywood crews by producers
and urged them to strike if necessary.

According to the affi�davit, Baldwin
was sitting in a church pew rehearsing
drawing his weapon “and pointing his
revolver towards the camera lens.”

Reid Russel, a “Rust” cameraman,
told investigators that during the scene
preparation, without video or audio be-
ing recorded, Baldwin tried to explain
how “he was going to draw out the fi�re-
arm and where his arm would be” after
the gun was pulled from his holster.

In Friday’s interview with a detec-
tive, Joel Cano, Souza said he was “con-
centrated on the monitors” and stand-
ing beside Hutchins, who was at the
camera and not among those who quit
the production. Souza was viewing the
camera angle as crews prepared for the
fi�rst scene to be shot after a lunch break.
He then described a sound, “like a whip
and then loud pop,” and heard Hutchins
“complaining about her stomach and
grabbing her midsection.”

Hutchins “began to stumble back-
wards and was assisted to the ground,”
Souza told police. Souza was bleeding
from his own injury to the shoulder.

Souza told investigators that before
Baldwin was handed the gun, assistant
director Halls had described it as a “cold
gun,” an industry term for a weapon that
does not contain ammunition. The di-
rector said there should “never be live
rounds whatsoever near or around the
fi�lm set.” He said guns on the set were
checked fi�rst by the fi�lm’s armorer,
Gutierrez-Reed, and checked again by
Halls, who would hand the fi�rearms to
the actor using them.

After the lunch break, Souza told in-
vestigators, he was “not sure if the fi�re-
arm was checked again.”

Contributing: Elise Brisco, Cydney
Henderson and Noel Lyn Smith of the
Farmington (New Mexico) Daily Times
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A vigil honoring cinematographer Halyna Hutchins, who was killed Thursday
on the set of “Rust,” is held in Albuquerque Saturday. SAM WASSON/GETTY IMAGES

Seven-digit dialing is out, 10-digit
dialing is in.

As of Sunday, callers in 82 area
codes across 35 states and one U.S.
territory now are required to use their
three-digit area code before punching
in the seven-digit phone number when
calling a local number, the Federal
Communications Commission says.

Current phone numbers won’t
change, but phone calls dialed without
the area code after the October dead-
line won’t be connected. 

Some area codes use 988 as a local
exchange, or the fi�rst three numbers in
a seven-digit phone number that allow
for local calling without the area code.
Requiring the three-digit area code for
local calls will make way for the Na-
tional Suicide Prevention Lifeline’s
new nationwide three-digit phone
number, 988. The number will be ac-
tive by July 16, 2022. 

You may have
to add an area
code to dial out
Taylor Avery
USA TODAY

Check your digits
These states and area codes are part
of the FCC changes that began
Sunday:

h Alaska: 907

h Alabama: 251

h Arkansas: 501

h Arizona: 480, 520, 928 

h California: 209, 530, 562, 626, 650,
707, 925, 949, 951 

h Colorado: 719, 970 

h Delaware: 302 

h Florida: 321 (Brevard County only),
352, 561, 941 

h Georgia: 478, 912 

h Guam: 671 

h Hawaii: 808 

h Illinois: 309, 618, 708 

h Indiana: 219, 574 

h Iowa: 319, 515 

h Kansas: 620, 785 

h Kentucky: 859 

h Louisiana: 337, 504 

h Michigan: 616, 810, 906, 989 

h Minnesota: 218, 952 

h Mississippi: 662 

h Missouri: 314, 417, 660, 816 

h Montana: 406 

h Nevada: 775 

h New Hampshire: 603 

h New Jersey: 856, 908 

h New Mexico: 505, 575 

h New York: 516, 607, 716, 845, 914 

h North Carolina: 910 

h Ohio: 440, 513 

h South Dakota: 605 

h Tennessee: 731, 865 

h Texas: 254, 361, 409, 806, 830, 915,
940 

h Vermont: 802 

h Virginia: 276, 804 

h Washington: 509 

h Wisconsin: 262, 414, 608, 920

Moderna’s vaccine for kids ages 6
through 11 shows a “robust” immune re-
sponse in a study of more than 4,500
youths, the Massachusetts-based phar-
maceutical company said Monday.

Moderna said it plans to submit the
data to the U.S. Food and Drug Admini-
stration “in the near term.” The random-
ized, observer-blind, placebo-con-
trolled expansion study involved a two-
dose vaccine. The dosage is half that of
the adult vaccine.

The majority of adverse events were
mild or moderate in severity, the com-
pany said, with the most common ones
being fatigue, headache, fever and pain
in the injection site.

The FDA has not yet announced a de-
cision on Moderna’s vaccine for youths
ages 12 through 17. Moderna submitted
results from that study in June. 

A panel of FDA advisers will vote this

week on whether to authorize the Pfi�z-
er-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for use
in children 5 to 11.

Unvaccinated Americans will face
tougher rules for reentry into U.S.

Unvaccinated Americans reentering
the country will face stricter rules be-
ginning Nov. 8, when the U.S. will again
open its doors to foreign travelers – pro-
vided they’re fully vaccinated against
COVID-19.

American citizens without proof of
vaccination “will have to produce docu-
mentation of a negative test within one
day of departure” to be allowed back in
the U.S., the White House said Monday.
The current rule allows the test to be
conducted within three days of travel.

Fully vaccinated Americans still will
have a three-day window for COVID-19

testing with negative results as long as
they can show proof of vaccination.

– Bailey Schulz and Eve Chen

‘Brain fog’ a long-term side effect
of the coronavirus, study says

Long-term COVID-19 side eff�ects
could include memory loss and other
cognitive dysfunctions commonly la-
beled as “brain fog,” according to a study
that examined 740 patients in the
Mount Sinai Health System. The study
was published in the peer-reviewed
medical journal JAMA Network Open.

Another study that documented
“brain fog” was published by Oxford
University and the National Institute for
Health Research this month. Cognitive
symptoms were seen in about 8% of pa-
tients and were more common among
the elderly. The study also found com-

mon lingering symptoms, such as trou-
ble breathing, abdominal ailments, fa-
tigue, pain, anxiety and depression.

– Michelle Shen

Also in the news

h Protesters marched Monday across
the Brooklyn Bridge toward City Hall in
Manhattan in support of nearly 50,000
New York City municipal workers who
have yet to get vaccinated against CO-
VID-19 and face the threat of being
placed on leave without pay if they don’t
get their fi�rst shot by Friday.

h Today’s numbers: The U.S. has re-
corded more than 45.4 million con-
fi�rmed COVID-19 cases and more than
736,000 deaths, according to Johns
Hopkins University data. 

Contributing: John Bacon and Jorge
L. Ortiz, USA TODAY; Associated Press
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